bl Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel School

R

"W sor Advanced Studies in the Humanities |~

Lectures of the Finalists Competing
for the Mandel Postdoctoral Fellowships, 2015-2018



—

e ————

Dear friends,

Me past thirteen years Mandel Scholion has achieved

a record and a status that are both impressive and satisfying.
Mandel Scholion has an enviable place on the world map

of scholarship in the humanities and Jewish studies; it has
made a real contribution to the fostering of interdisciplinary
work both at the Hebrew University and elsewhere; and
specifically for its postdoctoral Mandel Fellows, it has proven
to be a highly successful station along the way, facilitating
the kind of work that makes for the fulfillment of dreams of
academic careers. At this annual event, that will culminate in
the selection of the next Mandel Fellows, and that takes place
on the eve of the move into the new Jack, Joseph and Morton
Mandel School for Advanced Studies in the Humanities,

we urge those who are chosen to give the best they can to
this very promising Center, and to make the most of all the
possibilities it offers.

rf\)\orton L. Mandel

Chairman

weph and Morton Mandel Foundation
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About the Center

Mandel Scholion
Interelserplinam: Researeh Center
il Flunvamnies aned Jewish Sadies

The Scholion Center — now: Mandel Scholion Center — was founded in 2002, on

the initiative of the former president of the Hebrew University, Prof. Menachem
Magidor, and with the generous support of the Mandel Foundation. Its original aim
was to encourage interdisciplinary research paths that will place Jewish studies

at the heart of cultural discourse in Israel and abroad and also secure the Hebrew
University's position as the leading institution in the field; with the beginning of its
second decade its mandate was expanded to the full gamut of the humanities. Now
looking forward to moving soon into the new Mandel Building, we aspire to create
a new kind of academic community — one that is multi-aged, interdisciplinary,
lively and vibrant, and which fosters productive and friendly discourse.

Academic Committee 2014/2015

Ex officio:

Prof. Menahem Ben-Sasson —
President of the Hebrew University
Prof. Asher Cohen - Rector of the
Hebrew University

Prof. Dror Wahrman - Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Israel Yuval - Academic head of
the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel
School for Advanced

Studies in the Humanities

Prof. Oded Irshai — Academic head of
Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies

Prof. Daniel R. Schwartz — Academic
head of Mandel Scholion

Members of Hebrew University’s
Faculty of Humanities:

Prof. Anna Belfer-Cohen
(archaeology)

Prof. llana Pardes (literature)
Prof. Carl Posy (philosophy)
Prof. Edwin Seroussi (musicology)

Prof. Yfaat Weiss (history and Jewish
history)

Members from other institutions:

Prof. Peter N. Miller - Bard College,
New York

Prof. Judith Olszowy-Schlanger -
Ecole pratique des hautes études,
Sorbonne




Gil Sagi

Gil Sagi completed her
B.Sc. in mathematics and
philosophy, and MA and
PhD. in philosophy, at
the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. During her
graduate studies she
was a recurrent visitor
of the research project
"Foundations of Logical
Consequence" at the
University of St Andrews,
and since 2013 sheis a
postdoctoral research
fellow at the Munich
Center for Mathematical
Philosophy. Her work
revolves around issues in
the philosophy of logic
and their connection

to the philosophy of
language and philosophy
of mathematics. Her
proposed research
project for Mandel
Scholion concerns

the relation between
formal logic and natural
language, and in
particular, the adequacy
of mathematical theories
such as model theory

in explicating the
philosophical notion of
logical consequence.

Logic and Form

Logic holds an enticing promise: Some claims can

be made on the basis of others in a completely
secure manner purely on the basis of the forms of the
claims involved. The logical tradition has customarily
concerned itself with formal validity, and it offers the
paradigmatic example:

All Greeks are human
All humans are mortal
Therefore, all Greeks are mortal

Some words in the argument, we are told, constitute
its form — the so called logical terms, such as "all"
and "are." These words are what we keep fixed when
we check the validity of the argument. Much of the
literature on logical validity is concerned with criteria
for the logical terms — with the question of which
terms should be fixed. However, little has been said
about what it is to keep a term fixed. The question
arises in stark form in the context of model theory,

a mathematical discipline that is used to theorize
about logical validity with precise means. While earlier
logical theories use the method of substitution of

the non-logical terms in order to determine validity,
contemporary model theory leaves arguments as they
are, and uses models to reinterpret them. | propose a
philosophically motivated definition of what it is to fix
a term in model theory, and discuss its philosophical
outcomes. Finally, | connect my results to recent
discussions of logical terms.

Gabriel Citron

Gabriel Citron studied
philosophy at University
College London and
then at the University
of Oxford. His doctoral
thesis was on the nature
and significance of
"messiness"” in religious
beliefs and utterances.
Since then —as a
Junior Research Fellow
at Oxford, and as a
Postdoctoral Associate in
Jewish Philosophy at Yale
— he has been studying
the radical theological
stance of apophaticism:
the claim that God
transcends all concepts,
including even that of
"being." His research
proposal for Mandel
Scholion is to make a
study of the variety of
conceptions of God in
Jewish philosophy; in
particular, investigating
how a small number

of basic conceptual
"ingredients" have

been able to generate
such a diverse range of
understandings of the
divine.

God and Religiosity
beyond Metaphysics

Apophaticism is the radical claim that God transcends
all concepts — even that of "being." Following this to
its logical extreme, apophatics conclude that the only
name that does not misrepresent God is "Nothing".
Thus, David ben Avraham ha'Lavan, for example, wrote
in the thirteenth century that God "is called 'Nothing'
(blessed be He and blessed be His name)." My paper
aims to make sense of this paradoxical position: how
can apophatics claim to truly believe in God, while
taking that God to be nothing at all?

| approach this problem by examining the
phenomenon of people — both theists and atheists
— sometimes spontaneously calling for help in
moments of crisis, and spontaneously giving thanks
in moments of relief. It seems that regardless of their
metaphysics, some people have a tendency to turn
outwards, even when there is nothing that they are
turning towards. | suggest that this phenomenon
grounds the apophatic form of religiosity. | then show
that the word "God" might be used in a manner
similar to the "it" in sentences such as "It is raining" —
playing a purely syntactic role, rather than referring to
a substantive entity. In this way apophatics can talk
of God as the target of petition and as the agent who
is thanked, without committing themselves to the
existence of a metaphysical being.

Thus by looking at religiosity as objectless intentionality,
and at "God" as a dummy noun, | will argue that there
is room for a coherent apophaticism: a conception of
God and religiosity beyond metaphysics.




Yosefa Raz

Yosefa Raz is a graduate
of the English Literature
Department at Hebrew
University and the Amirim
Honors Program. She
went on to complete an
MA in English Literature
at UC Davis, and a PhD

in Jewish Studies at UC
Berkeley, where she
focused on the prophetic
texts and their reception
in modernity. She is
currently a post-doctoral
fellow at the University
of Toronto. Her research
proposal for Mandel
Scholion builds on

her work on weakness
and failure in biblical
prophecy, extending it
to discuss the figure of
Rachel in the prophecy
of Jeremiah and the
construction of her tomb
as a pilgrimage site.

Weak Prophecy and the
Invention of the Biblical
Sublime

The prophetic texts of the Hebrew Bible attempt to
represent the divine message in tones of majestic
authority as well as depicting history as a coherent
and just narrative. However, upon examination,

the prophetic texts are riddled with stammers,
incoherencies, and moments of failure. Furthermore,
the redaction of prophetic texts often reflects an
anxiety, an imposition of a strong, redemptive vision
on a difficult or despairing oracle. This secret struggle
between strength and weakness is replicated at key
moments in the reception of the Bible in modernity.
My research focuses on the construction of prophetic
power and its fissures in the interplay between the
biblical text, biblical scholarship, and Romantic poetry.

In a series of groundbreaking lectures, Robert Lowth,
an eighteenth-century English exegete, cleric, and
politician, pioneered the study of the Bible as literature
— discovering, and in many ways, inventing, the idea
of biblical poetry. Lowth’s interpretive project helped
create the Romantic trope of the poet-as-prophet

in the works of Blake, Whitman, Pushkin, Bialik and
others. The Book of Isaiah assumes key significance for
Lowth, as it is representative of the highest aesthetic
achievement of the Hebrew Bible, a biblical sublime.
Yet Lowth's imposition of the genius of authorship

on the multi-layered text comes at the expense of
repressing troubling theological questions as well as
unruly English outbreaks of enthusiasm. In my lecture, |
will discuss Lowth's reading of Isaiah’s call narrative and
the "Gordian knot" of the instructions to Isaiah, who

is told to fatten the hearts of the nation and make it
insensible to the message of repentance (Isa. 6:10).

Ofri llany

Ofri llany studied history
and philosophy at Tel
Aviv University, where he
completed his doctorate,
titled "In Search of the
Hebrew People: Bible
Research in the German
Enlightenment" The
study examines the role
of the Hebrew model in
the formation of German
national culture. Currently
he is a postdoctoral
fellow at Humboldt
University, Berlin. His
research proposal

for Mandel Scholion
addresses descriptions of
the Canaanites from the
seventeenth to the early
twentieth century.

Shem, Ham and the
Aryan Race: The Table of
Nations and the Genesis
of Modern Ethnography

The dichotomy between Semites and Aryans was
developed during the nineteenth century. European
philologists, historians and orientalists described the
Semites and the Aryans as two dynasties stemming
from the East, who constitute the foundation of western
civilization.

However, the concept of "Semite" had already
appeared in ethnographic and linguistic texts in the
1780s. My presentation will examine the development
of the term "Semite" and its use as an opposition to
other groups. Until the mid-nineteenth century, this
concept was closely linked to the biblical tradition, and
especially to the table of nations in Genesis 10. Well into
the nineteenth century, the Bible was still considered
the primary source documenting human genealogy.

Within this historical framework, a third group played
an important role: the Hamites, who included the
Egyptians, Canaanites, and African peoples. By the
turn of the eighteenth century, scholars described the
confrontation between the Semites and Hamites as a
fatal clash marking the beginning of civilization. This
imagined confrontation was laden with numerous
meanings, associated with emerging conceptions
regarding religion, culture and national character. Only
gradually were the Hamites excluded from the historical
narrative and replaced by the Aryans. Simultaneously,
the portrayal of the Semites was also transformed.
While early modern treatises describe the Semites

as the bearers of true faith in a pagan world, by the
mid-nineteenth century they became an epitome of
backwardness and fanaticism.




David Sclar

David Sclar earned an MA
in Modern Jewish History
at Yeshiva University and

a PhD in History at the
City University of New
York. His dissertation, "Like
Iron to a Magnet”: Moses
Hayim Luzzatto’s Quest

for Providence”, is a social
and religious biography

of one of the most diverse
and controversial early
modern rabbinic figures.
Currently a postdoctoral
fellow at the University of
Toronto, his research on
Luzzatto concerns: pietism
and religious expression;
the amorphous line
between global Jewish
peoplehood and individual
communities; image
appropriation of historical
figures in the forming of
modern identities; and
the history of the Hebrew
book. At Mandel Scholion,
Sclar hopes to focus on
Luzzatto's reception history
by tracing his "heroism"
among divergent Jewish
groups in the nineteenth
century, and analyzing how
his legacy was divorced
from his life.

Piety and Polemic in the
Writing and Publication
of Mesilat Yesharim

Moses Hayim Luzzatto (1707-1746; Padua,
Amsterdam, Akko) produced celebrated literary
works of mysticism, ethics, Talmud, rhetoric, grammar,
poetry, and drama. His writings have been printed
more often and disseminated more widely than
those of almost any other early modern Jewish figure,
and scholars have variously described him as an
influence on the Haskalah, Hasidism, and the Musar
movement. Yet, during Luzzatto’s life, large segments
of the rabbinate feared that his intention to spur the
redemption as head of a kabbalistic confraternity
reflected Sabbatianism. Rabbis throughout Europe
sought to suppress his activities by issuing bans
against him and destroying his mystical writings.

Although scholars of several disciplines have dealt
extensively with Luzzatto and his oeuvre, no work
has sought to explain how this formerly marginalized
and condemned rabbi became the subject of
adoration and reverence. This lecture explores

the writing and publication of the work by which
Luzzatto is best known, the moralistic treatise Mesilat
Yesharim. Printed in the wake of the controversy

that compelled his emigration from Padua to
Amsterdam, the text served as a pietistic, semi-
autobiographical manifesto polemicizing against
the rabbinic establishment. Utilizing his original
manuscript (Moscow, MS Guenzberg 1206), which
differs significantly from the printed edition, | will
situate the discussion within an eighteenth-century
context that involved Italian hasidut, Amsterdam’s
Jewish community and print culture, and rabbinic
contention over curriculum and religious expression.

Judith Weiss

Judith Weiss studied
Jewish Thought and
Musicology at the
Hebrew University and
graduated as a Kreitman
doctoral fellow in Ben-

Gurion University in 2013.

Her published studies
deal with medieval
Jewish Kabbalah as

well as with Christian
interest in Kabbalah
during the Renaissance.
Her PhD dissertation
was dedicated to

the annotated Latin
translation of the Zohar
composed by Guillaume
Postel. After a year in
Paris studying Christian
Latin manuscripts
dealing with Kabbalah,
Weiss is currently a
Lady Davis fellow at the
Hebrew University. In
her proposed research
for Mandel Scholion,
she intends to expose
and identify the actual
kabbalistic traditions
immersed in Kabbalistic
Christian writings,
estimate their scope, and
describe their unique
ways of adaptation.

Structure in the Chaos:
A Reappraisal of Guillaume
Postel's Thought

Among the Renaissance Christians interested in

Jewish Kabbalah, the figure of the French orientalist
and mystic, Guillaume Postel (1510-1581), stands out
as a writer both highly prolific and original. Postel's
monographs and commentaries on major rabbinic and
kabbalistic treatises display a rich and broad writing
style deriving from diverse conceptual systems of
thought.

Many scholars have delved into Postel’s fascinating
biography, others diligently catalogued his corpus of
writings, publishing parts of it, or presented unknown
historical documents that shed light on Postel's
intellectual connections. However, only relatively few
studies have tried to come to terms with the contents
of Postel's thought. Among the main reasons for this is
Postel's unique style, which is associative in nature and
obscure to the extent that his writings often appear

as an incoherent medley of ideas, drawing upon too
many disparate systems of thought.

In my lecture, | will present a proposal for the
description, analysis, and understanding of Postel's
system of thought. The proposal will indicate a way

to assemble the various heterogeneous descriptions
found in Postel's writings into a relatively coherent
conceptual structure. In addition, it will offer a key that
will enable readers to decipher Postel's inconsistent
use of terminology and to find their way through
Postel's tangled writing.




llona Steimann

llona Steimann studied the
History of Art (with a focus
on Hebrew manuscripts)
and Comparative Religion at
the Hebrew University. Her
2014 dissertation, "Habent
sua fata libelli. Hebrew
Books from the Collection
of Hartmann Schedel;
followed the fate of the
Hebrew manuscripts in
Schedel’s library from their
production in medieval
Ashkenazi communities

to their absorption in
Schedel’s collection

and transformation in

his hands into Christian
objects. Currently at the
University of Munich,

her research proposal for
Mandel Scholion focuses
upon the production of
Hebrew manuscripts by
Christian Hebraists in the
late fifteenth- and early
sixteenth-century German
milieu. This phenomenon
presents one of the earliest
attempts of Christians

to produce their own
Hebrew manuscripts before
Hebraist-printed editions of
Hebrew texts appeared on
the European book market.

"Das es dasselb puch sey":
Taking a Jewry-Oath in
15th-Century Nuremberg

"Then the Jew swears this cath and says: this is the
very same book" — with these words the printed
edition of the Nuremberg law reform (1484) referred
to the ceremony of taking a Jewry-oath in Christian
courts. At this ceremony, a book that contained the
Ten Commandments, the genuineness of which had
to be confirmed by the swearing Jew, played one of
the key roles. Generally referred to in earlier sources
as "Torah" or sometimes "Talmud," the nature of the
actual book upon which Jewry-oaths were taken was,
however, never elucidated. On the basis of the only
extant example of such a book, a recently-discovered
Hebrew Pentateuch which survived together with

a fifteenth-century Nuremberg Jewry-oath stuck to
one of its leaves, my presentation will address the
character of this manuscript and the binding
qualities of the oath taken upon it, as perceived

by Jews and by Christians. By close examination

of both the text of the oath and non-verbal signs
within this Pentateuch, | will attempt to reconstruct
the ceremony, its participants, the space, and the
meaning of the Pentateuch in this context. As | will
demonstrate, the components of the ceremony and
the oath together with its other variants formulated
at the reform’s different stages are highly instructive
for the relationship between the city and its Jewish
residents on the eve of the expulsion of 1499.

Michael Shenkar

Michael Shenkar

studied archaeology

at the Hebrew

University of Jerusalem.
His dissertation,
"Anthropomorphic
Iconography of Deities

in the pre-Islamic Iranian
World," was approved in
2013. Last year he was a
research and teaching
associate in the history
and cultures of pre-
Islamic Central Asia at the
Collége de France in Paris,
and currently he is an
Alexander von Humboldt
Research Fellow in the
Eurasia Department

of the German
Archaeological Institute
in Berlin. His research
proposal for Mandel
Scholion focuses on
images and perceptions
of kingship in pre-Islamic
Iran and Central Asia.

The Epic of Faramarz in
the Panjikent Paintings

The wall-paintings uncovered in the Sogdian city

of Panjikent (modern Tajikistan), which for the most
part date back to the first half of the eighth century
CE, are the earliest certain illustrations of the Iranian
epos. The most famous among these is undoubtedly
the so-called "Rostam Room," which was decorated
with scenes from the exploits of the greatest Iranian
hero — Rostam, who is celebrated in the Shah-nama.
Several other paintings from Panjikent have also been
recognized as depicting scenes from heroic epic tales,
but their exact subject and possible connections with
the Iranian epos recorded in classical Persian literature
have remained unknown.

In this paper | suggest that we should identify an
illustration of the epic of Faramarz, the son of Rostam,
in one cycle of Sogdian paintings from Panjikent.

The exploits of Faramarz are known mainly from two
poems composed in New Persian in the eleventh-
twelfth centuries, known as the longer and the shorter
Faramarznames. If this suggestion is correct, it would
mean that these poems, as well as other contemporary
Persian epics which are usually neglected by scholars
of pre-Islamic Iran as secondary and late, might
contain genuine pre-Islamic material.



Monday
22.12.2014
Room 2001, Rabin Building

2:00 Menahem Ben-Sasson
Greetings

Daniel R. Schwartz

Opening remarks
9:15 Gil Sagi

Logic and Form

9:45 Gabriel Citron
God and Religiosity beyond Metaphysics

10:15  Yosefa Raz
Weak Prophecy and the Invention of the Biblical Sublime

10:45  Offrillany
Shem, Ham and the Aryan Race: The Table of Nations and the Genesis of
Modern Ethnography*

11:15 Break

11:30  David Sclar
Piety and Polemic in the Writing and Publication of Mesilat Yesharim

12:00 Judith Weiss

Structure in the Chaos: A Reappraisal of Guillaume Postel's Thought*

12:30  llona Steimann
'Das es dasselb puch sey": Taking a Jewry-Oath in Fifteenth-Century
Nuremberg

13:00  Michael Shenkar
The Epic of Fardmarz in the Panjikent Paintings*

*In Hebrew
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