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‘yaM acharon’ on The Way To aMerica: ‘iMMigranTs’ as a 
key sTory To The Work oF L. A. Arieli-orloF

Yotam Popliker

The work of Levi Aryeh Arieli-Orlof has been examined by literary 
critics, both in the early criticism, which situated his work on the margin 
of the canon because of its anti-Zionism and auto-anti-Semitism, and by 
later and contemporary criticism which strove to bring it back to the heart 
of the literary canon – through the prism of the Zionist-national ideology. 
The present author argues, by contrast, that Arieli-Orlof’s work requires 
a much more complex poetic and ideological reading, which cannot be 
performed through this narrow prism. The author offers a broader reading 
of Arieli-Orlof’s story ‘Immigrants’, in an attempt to characterize it as a 
key story that might help us understand Arieli-Orlof’s work as a whole: 
a story which radicalizes the exilic situation, where the linear movement 
of emigration from one territory to another is replaced by a state of exile 
with neither clear origin nor destination, where the immigrant stays in 
the lost space of ‘Yam Acharon’. This story shows close affinities to a 
conflictual Jewish destiny which is intentionally exacerbated, grotesquely 
and satirically, and is not resolved in any destined territory – neither a 
Zionist one nor an alternative one. As a result of Arieli-Orlof’s multiple 
exile experience, ‘Immigrants’ intensifies in a ‘sensational’ way all the 
theoretical characteristics and distinctions of the exilic text and develops 
them ad absurdum. Arieli-Orlof pushes the Jewish immigrants’ voyage to 
the supposedly promising shores of North America to its limit. His story is 
about rootlessness and ‘out of place’ immigrants ‒ from either European 
soil, Eretz-Yisrael or the American space ‒ who are lost in time and space, 
banished from any territory, wandering between languages and destined 
to live in-between, always on-the-way-to.


