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In the Hebrew University Hadassah-University of Pennsylvania
collaboration there were a number of firsts. The first
Periodontal Prosthesis program in the world started at Penn

~ in 1955. Jacob Ehrlich entered the program in 1967 and

did extremely well. It was extremely difficult not to try to
recruit him for a faculty position at Penn but our affiliation
agreement was to strengthen the Hebrew University Dental
School faculty so it was hands off. Jacob’s class was the first
to study for 3 years in Periodontal Prosthesis.

Another first was the Oral Medicine graduate program started
at Penn under the leadership of Dr. Irwin Ship and Dean
Lester Burket. One of the early students was Adi Garfunkel
whose training enabled him to develop a similar program for
dental students at the Hadassah Hospital which soon received
international acclaim. Penn was happy to have Adi Garfunkel
back in Philadelphia for a sabbatical year in collaboration with
their affiliation with the Medical College of Pennsylvania.

Penn dental students in the 1970’s had to take a 6 week
extramural experience in hospital oral medicine. It was
interesting how several Penn students chose to take their
training at Hadassah Hospital under Professor Garfunkel. In
a sense it was a second generation in the Penn-Hadassah
relationship. Jacob Ehrlich took the principles of Periodontal
Prosthesis back to the Middle East and Adi Garfunkel
strengthened the Penn-Hebrew Affiliation by bringing Penn
Dental students to Israel to study.
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