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in the over 90 years since its founding, the Hebrew 

University has established itself as a world-class 

university whose strength lies in the breakthrough intellectual 

effervescence permeating its campuses. indeed, the Faculty 

of Humanities, our first faculty, has been home to some of the 

country’s most celebrated thinkers and, as featured in this year’s 

cover story, is now undergoing an ambitious interdisciplinary 

restructure. Drawing fully on the combined talents and 

expertise of the faculty, we are streamlining the diverse schools 

and departments together into a broader cultural, generic and 

historic weave, creating a truly interdisciplinary research and 

teaching unit.

The pages of Scopus testify to the University’s breadth of 

academic endeavor, united by our tradition of excellence and 

ongoing commitment to expand the frontiers of knowledge for 

israel, the Jewish people, and the world. in our laboratories, 

for example, University researchers are testing themselves 

against science’s greatest mysteries, with exciting revelations 

unraveling what was once incomprehensible — from the 

subtlest brain waves to the wildest quantum physics. in 

these pages you will also read how the Hebrew University is 

shaping the next generation of policy-makers and educators 

at the Federmann School of Public Policy and Government. 

The University also continues to expand its offerings to 

international students at the Rothberg international School, 

strengthening israel’s ties worldwide and maintaining 

its proud reputation as an over-achiever in contemporary 

scholarship and research.

Our ongoing struggle with diminishing budgets unfortunately 

makes it more challenging than ever to maintain the Hebrew 

University’s position as a world-league center for research and 

education. in such circumstances, the efforts of our loyal and 

long-standing network of Friends in enabling the brightest 

minds in israel to work and flourish are even more appreciated. 

it is imperative that we continue to provide our students and 

scholars with the opportunities befitting their talents, so they 

can continue to serve the world with the creativity that has 

become the Hebrew University hallmark.
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Humanities in 
By Gail Lichtman

AT the Hebrew University’s Faculty of Humanities, 

“we look not only at the ‘how’ and the ‘why’ but 

also explore the very ‘essence’,” says Faculty Dean Professor 

israel Bartal. “The humanities are the soul of the nation — the 

anchor of civilization and identity for modern israel. Within 

our Faculty, you can learn about belief systems and philosophy, 

deepen your understanding of literature 

and art, become acquainted with distant 

times and worlds, and also observe and 

understand the here-and-now.”  

As the Hebrew University’s first faculty — it opened 

in 1928 — the Faculty of Humanities has been the home 

to great minds such as philosopher Shlomo Pines and the 

founder of the scholarly study of Jewish mysticism, Gershom 

Scholem, who nurtured and inspired later generations. 

In breaking down the traditional boundaries between its diverse disciplines, the Faculty of 
Humanities is creating a vibrant discourse between cultures, genres and historic periods. 
This innovative approach promises scholars and students the broadest perspectives while 
ensuring the Faculty’s ongoing cutting-edge leadership in the field

Cover Story Cover StoryH u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n H u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n

‘we will be giving breadth 
without losing depth’

Motion

The Next Generation
The President’s Scholars program, 

established in 2006/7, is perceived by 

Faculty Dean Professor Israel Bartal as the 

forerunner to a graduate school which will 

be part of the Center for Excellence in the 

Humanities. “In addition to providing 

four-year full scholarships and living 

s t ipends,  the  p rog ram engages 

exceptionally promising doctoral students 

in research workshops, intensive 

interdisciplinary seminars and student 

colloquia,” he says. Over 

the past 

These cadres have made the Faculty an outstanding center 

of learning and research not only in israel, but in the world. 

indeed, the Faculty was ranked 41st among the top 100 

universities in arts and humanities in the 2008 Times Higher 

Education-Quacquarelli Symonds World University Rankings. 

it is this continuum of original thought and creativity that 

Prof. Bartal and his colleagues seek to 

perpetuate in a fundamental restructuring 

of the Faculty of Humanities that 

promotes a discourse between human 

cultures, genres of creativity and periods of history across 

the broadest geographic span — while safeguarding the 

traditional emphasis on in-depth scholarship.

This change comes in the wake of a University-

commissioned review of the Faculty in 2006 by a blue-
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University of Oxford. She immigrated to 

Israel in 2003 and did her master’s at the 

Hebrew University. 

“My doctorate looks at the motif of the 

sea in Hebrew and Yiddish literature in 

modern times,” she says. “The sea used to 

be a means to an end. But in modern 

times, the sea voyage itself became 

important. Ashkenazi Jews translated this 

motif from European literature into Yiddish 

and Hebrew.”

“My work is interdisciplinary in nature, 

encompassing folklore, comparative 

literature, Hebrew literature, Jewish history 

Motion

two years, the President’s Scholars program 

has accepted 75 fellows.

Professor Ronnie Ellenblum, part of the 

team that planned the Center for 

Excellence, concurs: “It is an intensive 

program that educates, mentors and 

grooms a cadre of leading intellectuals. We 

accept only the most outstanding master’s 

students — by giving them a top-notch 

research environment, we can guarantee a 

future generation of scholars.” 

President’s Scholar in Yiddish and 

mother-of-three Rebecca Wolpe graduated 

in Hebrew and Jewish studies from the 

and Yiddish,” she says. “Nevertheless, the 

President’s Scholars program has given me the 

opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with 

other doctoral students. It has exposed me to 

new sources and ways of looking at things. I 

have also met professors from traditionally 

unrelated areas. Plus the financial assistance 

has been crucial in making it possible for me 

to focus on my studies.”

Wolpe hopes to teach Yiddish at the 

Hebrew University after she completes her 

studies. “We mustn’t forget where we came 

from and I want to be part of making sure we 

do not.”

ribbon, international committee headed by Prof. John Gager 

of Princeton University. “We intend to carefully adapt the 

teaching of the humanities to the best of postmodernism, 

which redresses the approach that favored a Western 

orientation and hierarchy,” says Bartal, the incumbent of the 

Avraham Harman Chair in Jewish History. “in addition, we 

are adapting the University’s original Continental-German 

approach of intensive specialization to the American system 

of broader based studies. We will be giving breadth without 

losing depth.”

THE reform calls for the Faculty to offer basic or common 

courses previously taught in each of its 23 departments 

within five broad-based 

schools: Modes of Thought 

(philosophy, Jewish thought, 

comparative religion and 

cognitive studies), History (from 

Jewish through East Asian), 

Arts (visual, music and theater), 

Languages (including linguistics) and 

Literature (Hebrew, general and comparative). “We 

will have interdisciplinary approaches within and across 

these schools, as well as in our School of Education,” says 

Bartal. He points to the highly successful interdisciplinary 

undergraduate program in cognitive studies (see page 6) and Prof. Israel Bartal
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Studies creates research communities of scholars from 

Jewish studies, the humanities and social sciences.”

An important part of the restructured Faculty is a 

graduate school that will be an integral part of a Center for 

Excellence in the Humanities. “Our mission is a graduate 

school where outstanding students will benefit from ongoing 

peer interchange, master classes by top academics from 

israel and overseas and exposure to fields beyond their 

specialization,” says Bartal. The President’s Scholars 

program (see page 4), which offers full scholarships to some 

30 graduate students per year, is the prototype for such 

a Center. “The Center, housed in a purpose-built facility 

conducive to cross-disciplinary excellence, would provide 

outstanding graduate students with full funding. in nurturing 

the next generations’ academic and intellectual leaders and 

creating a solid basis for excellence in scholarship, it would 

address a major challenge facing israeli society.”

Sharing this mission are four scholars whose work 

typifies the broad-based approach of the restructured Faculty 

of Humanities and who themselves are active in instituting 

the changes.

Prof. Ronnie Ellenblum:  
Crusader Secrets

Innovative Thinking
A prime example of across-the-disciplines 

learning is the undergraduate program in 

cognitive sciences, one of the few such 

programs in the world.

Anchored in the Faculty of Humanities, and 

with courses in three other faculties, the 

highly popular program is offered as a second 

major. As the students seek to elucidate 

complex brain events and understand human 

cognition, the goal is to introduce them to 

content, research methods and reasoning, 

while nurturing the interdisciplinary skills and 

intellectual flexibility required for research.

“We teach students a whole array of methodologies and how to integrate them to 

get the best results,” says Professor Oron Shagrir, the program’s founding head and 

a member of the Department of Philosophy. “By learning to think in a number of 

different directions, they acquire the skills and tools to be the professional and 

academic leaders in a new age of brain and cognitive studies.”

Jerusalemite Nimrod Eshet recently graduated the program and is continuing onto 

his master’s, with a specialization in linguistics. A Dean’s List student who did his 

army service in military intelligence, Eshet chose cognitive studies because “it is a 

very open field which enables you to go in many different directions. The 

multidisciplinary approach is a good way to do science, and acquiring knowledge in 

a number of areas helped me to build a bigger picture and determine my own path. 

“I regard linguistics as an intrinsic part of cognitive studies 

— I hope to continue in neurolinguistics 

and the huge question of 

concepts.”

to the recent introduction of compulsory gateway courses 

as examples of this broad approach. A course in academic 

reading and writing in Hebrew was also implemented in 

2007 — and students will soon take up to three courses in 

fields outside their majors, thereby exposing them to other 

disciplines, methodologies and modes of thinking. 

With the Faculty’s five schools reorganized to oversee 

all teaching programs, research will be based in its five 

existing institutes, with each institute housing several 

research centers that encourage cross-fertilization 

between disciplines. “This is already happening at the 

Mandel institute of Jewish Studies,” says Bartal, “where 

the Scholion interdisciplinary Research Center in Jewish 
Tools found at the 
Vadum Jacob site

Cover Story Cover StoryH u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n H u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n

“Everything we deal with in life is ultimately connected to 

the humanities — ethics, history, identity, the arts, music, 

literature, beliefs,” says Professor Ronnie Ellenblum, who 

was part of the team that planned the Center for Excellence 

in the Humanities. “And if there is one place that should be a 

jewel in the crown for the humanities, then it is the moral-

ethical-spiritual center that is Jerusalem.”

A member of the Department of Geography and the 

former head of the School of History, Ellenblum is a true 

‘renaissance’ figure whose broad interests — degrees in 

geology, geography and history, as well as specializations in 

Crusade archaeology and urban history — have led him to 

create a multidisciplinary ‘laboratory’ at the Crusader castle 

of Vadum Jacob in the Jordan Valley. in 1179, the 11-month-

old, not-yet-completed castle was the scene of a massive 

battle in which the Christian Crusaders were massacred 

by the Muslim forces commanded by Saladin. 

Then, in May 1202, an earthquake tore the 
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ground asunder along the Dead Sea 

Transform, a major fault line created 

by the Syrian African rift. The quake 

was so powerful that it split apart 

the castle’s eastern and western 

parts by two meters. 

For nearly 900 years, the 

earth held on to the castle’s secrets. Then in 1994, Prof. 

Ellenblum began excavations, bringing his broad approach 

to the project and calling in seismologists, molecular 

biologists and even veterinarians. in 2008, he was awarded 

a prestigious Polonsky Prize for Creativity and Originality 

in the Humanistic Disciplines for his 

book Crusader Castles and Modern 
History, which reinterprets Crusader 

historiography by defining military and 

architectural relations between Franks, 

local Christians, Muslims and Turks in 

terms of continuous dialogue and mutual influence.

“Excavating at Vadum Jacob was not just about the 

geological event of the earthquake,” says Ellenblum. “it was 

also a medieval monumental site and the site of a bloody 

massacre. We found gruesome remains of bodies as well as 

dead horses and pigs. Many of the horses were complete 

skeletons. Using molecular biologists and veterinarians, we 

tried to shed light on how these animals were bred nearly a 

millennium ago.

“if a researcher limits himself to a narrow field of 

knowledge, he also limits himself to a certain set of 

questions. i try for a broader scope in which those with 

different specializations work together. i want to implement 

ideas so that future scholars will ask different questions and 

elicit the answers by using methods that go beyond a specific 

‘I try for a broader scope 
in which those with 

different specializations 
work together’

field. i want future researchers to combine 

aspects that my generation would consider 

as unrelated.” 

This same philosophy was key to 

Ellenblum’s work at the School of 

History. “You cannot 

separate history from 

economics, sociology or 

even literature. They are all related. 

if we confine people according to narrow 

fields, our research will be dull.”

Prof. Gannit Ankori: 
Art as Knowledge
Art, like life, does not exist in a vacuum. indeed, for Gannit 

Ankori, the Henya Sharef Professor of Humanities and also 

a member of the team that planned the Center for Excellence 

in the Humanities, art is the core of a research approach that 

has taken her in fascinating directions.

“As an art historian, the artwork is the primary source 

and focal point of my research. But artists work within 

specific historical and cultural contexts and in modes 

that often reflect or refract complex ideologies or belief 

systems. in order to decipher and better understand the 

meaning of art, i engage in multidisciplinary research 

that oscillates and negotiates between a close and deep 

Displacement 
(above, inset) along 
the northern wall 
of the Vadum Jacob 
Crusader castle 
was caused by an 
earthquake along 
the major fault 
line, as illustrated 
in diagram. Right: 
Prof. Ronnie 
Ellenblum at the site

Cover Story Cover StoryH u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n H u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n

Legend
August 1179 
Datum
Bee-eater nests
Cobble
Fault/shear plane
Pebble-rich soil
Colluvium
Crusader lime 
surfaces
Crusader infill

Unit 3 (post Crusader)

Unit 2 (Crusader time)

Unit 1 (Crusader time)

50 cm.
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analysis of the tangible art object, 

and methods of inquiry that attempt 

to unravel the historical, cultural and 

theoretical concepts that shape it or 

are embedded within it.”

Ankori, who did her undergraduate 

degree in art history and English 

literature and her doctorate at the Hebrew 

University, has published books and articles 

that explore the visual manifestations of 

issues such as nationalism, gender, identity, 

exile, hybridity and trauma. 

Since 2005 she has been affiliated with the Women’s 

Studies in Religion Program at Harvard University, where 

she taught and conducted research 

on her forthcoming book A Faith of 
Their Own: Women Artists Re-Vision 
Religion, which investigates the links 

between women’s lives, religion and 

contemporary art.

“Contemporary art is usually regarded as either secular 

or anti-religious,” says Ankori. “My comparative study of 

the work of Christian, Muslim and Jewish women reveals 

that their art is suffused and energized by religious 

elements. For these women, art provides a liminal space 

of freedom and empowerment, where religion is vibrantly 

embraced in creatively reconfigured forms.” 

Ankori conducted similarly exhaustive research for 

her book Palestinian Art (Reaktion, 2006), for which she 

won a Polonsky Prize for Creativity and Originality in the 

Humanistic Disciplines in 2007. Based on two decades of 

intensive scholarship, countless studio visits and numerous 

interviews, the book offers an unprecedented view of the 

significance and complexity of Palestinian art.

Ankori’s research approach and philosophy emanate from 

her early work on the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, which led 

to two books. “Cross-fertilization of methodologies helped 

me reach a much deeper understanding of Kahlo’s art,” she 

says. “i went to her home in Mexico in 1989 and, using 

methodologies derived from the ‘social history of ideas’, 

mapped out her entire library. The systematic analysis of her 

books helped reconstruct her mental and intellectual world 

and allowed me to discover the unexplored 

visual, intellectual and philosophical 

sources of her imagery.”

“in order gain deeper insights into art, 

i feel compelled to shift my angle of vision 

and look at art through alternative ‘prisms’ 

or disciplinary lenses. My scholarship is a form of ‘visual 

epistemology’ — the study of art as a source of knowledge.”

Prof. Anna Belfer-Cohen:  
A Human Story
“The heart of the humanities is the word ‘human’ — and 

since we focus on the human story, our rightful home is 

within the humanities,” says Professor Anna Belfer-Cohen, 

‘cross-fertilization of 
methodologies helped 

me reach a much deeper 
understanding’

Prof. Gannit Ankori 
and, right, the interior 
of Frida Kahlo’s 
house in Mexico, 
as photographed by 
Prof. Ankori as part 
of her research

Cover Story Cover StoryH u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n H u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n
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Human Kindness
In the age of medical specialization, the 

patient-physician relationship leaves many 

patients feeling that their doctors see them 

as organisms rather than human beings. In 

an effort to revive the traditional physician-

patient bond, the Hebrew University’s Faculty 

of Medicine recently established a teaching 

program entitled Man and Medicine that is 

part of a new center for patient-centered 

studies made possible by the support of Dr 

Joel Wilbush of Canada. 

Now offering courses to first- and second-

year medical students, the teaching program 

will eventually incorporate the medical 

humanities — an interdisciplinary field which 

encompasses the humanities and social 

sciences — throughout the six-year curricula. 

Teaching methods comprise frontal, group 

and early clinical exposure, with areas 

covered ranging from ethics and socio-

cultural contexts to professionalism. This 

year, Faculty of Humanities Dean Prof. Israel 

Bartal is teaching second-year medical 

students a course on the history of Israeli 

society’s social and cultural contexts. 

“The aim is to sharpen doctor sensibilities 

and social awareness in dealing with 

patients,” says Faculty of Medicine diagnostic 

radiologist Dr Dorith Shaham, who heads the 

program. “We want to graduate better 

doctors, who will be more sensitive to 

patients as people and be better able to 

engage in intercultural communication. In 

the end, this makes for better medicine. It 

increases doctor job satisfaction and makes 

treatment more efficient and 

effective for patients.”

an archaeological anthropologist and head of the Faculty of 

Humanities’ institute of Archaeology.

This does not, however, preclude archaeology as a leader 

in the cross-disciplinary discourse that underlies the newly 

restructured Faculty of Humanities. indeed, archaeology’s 

traditional embrace of many disciplines — geology, botany, 

history, art and paleontology — has broadened even further 

in recent years to include methods from the natural sciences, 

says Belfer-Cohen.

“Working with the natural sciences has enabled 

archaeology to move in once unimaginable research 

directions,” she says. “Before the advent of radioactive 

dating, archaeologists would dig and uncover layer upon 

layer. They could discern the differences between periods and 

would group their finds using the naked eye and traditional 

methods. They were unable to determine if the gap between 

layers represented 10, 100 or 10,000 years. Radioactive 

dating, which has given archaeologists the means to date 

finds, has had a huge impact.”

Today’s archaeologists, says Belfer-Cohen, can exploit 

various scientific tools to solve archaeological puzzles: DnA 

analysis, molecular biology and genetics have opened up new 

Head of the ‘Man and Medicine’ medical 
humanities program Dr Dorith Shaham 
(above). Prof. Bartal (standing, right) 
introduces co-speaker (to his left) Shaare 
Zedek Medical Center Director-General 
Prof. Jonathan Halevy to medical 
students on the program

Prof. Anna Belfer-Cohen 
shows prehistoric artifacts

Cover Story Cover StoryH u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n H u m a n i t i e s  i n  M o t i o n
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possibilities. “Cooperation with the life 

sciences enriches our knowledge of man. 

We, as the archaeologists, ask questions 

and our colleagues in the sciences pursue 

new methods and analyses that will provide the 

answers,” she says.

“For example, Professor Amihai 

Mazar of our institute found a 

unique beehive colony dating from 

the Biblical period at the Tel Rehov 

archaeological site in israel’s Bet Shean Valley. Among his 

finds is a piece of pottery with a black spot. Using scientific 

tools and working with colleagues from the life sciences, it 

is possible to determine if the spot is honey, if bee hairs are 

present and the type of pollen and honey involved. none of 

this would have been part of archaeology 40 years ago.”

Belfer-Cohen, who came to israel as an infant from 

Ukraine and did all her degrees at the Hebrew University, 

focuses on transitions in her own research. “i am interested 

in transitions — especially the transition to modern human. 

Until some 30,000 years ago, there were other human 

species alongside Homo sapiens. What happened to them? 

Were neanderthals dumb or just a minority surrounded by 

Homo sapiens? Did they die out due to climate change or 

diseases that they contracted through their interaction with 

Homo sapiens?
“i am also interested in the transition from hunting-

gathering to agriculture, which occurred some 10,000 

years ago. Once, we were all hunter-gatherers. But within 

2000-3000 years of the transition, almost all humans became 

farmers. Why? Being a farmer is not that great — when 

crops fail there is starvation, whereas hunter-gatherers move 

on to better pastures. On the other hand, agriculture enabled 

humans to have surpluses, to develop trade and to set up 

cities and civilizations.”

Dr Nili Wazana: Crossing Borders
“The beauty of the Bible is that everyone feels a connection 

to it,” says Dr nili Wazana, head of the Department of Bible 

and a member of the Department of the History of the Jewish 

People, both in the Mandel institute of Jewish Studies. “As a 

text, it is not only the basis of Jewish culture, but of Western 

culture too. interdisciplinary studies began with the Bible, 

which can be studied in terms of philology, history, literature, 

archaeology, psychology, philosophy, etc. That is why many 

members of the Department of Bible are also affiliated with 

another department or school.”

Wazana’s own research reflects an interdisciplinary 

approach that is firmly rooted in the text and encompasses 

tools and methodology from various fields. “My interest is the 

Bible in the context of the surrounding world.” says Wazana, 

who has delved into ancient texts, learning Accadian, Hittite 

and Sumerian and familiarizing herself with literary genres.

in her book — All the Boundaries of the 
Land: The Promised Land in Biblical Thought 
in Light of the Ancient Near East (in Hebrew, 

Bialik institute, 2007) — she looked at 

border descriptions as a motif in Ancient 

near Eastern writings. “nowhere in the Bible is Abraham 

given a map of the Promised Land,” says Wazana, a Hebrew 

University alumna. “The absence of defined boundaries 

screams out. i decided to look outside the Bible — at 

Mesopotamian, Ugaritic and Hittite sources. Looking only 

at the Bible is like having a few pieces of a large puzzle. As 

more pieces are added, a clearer idea of the picture emerges. 

i believe that the absence of a map was intentional since 

borders were flexible and changed.”

‘my interest is the Bible 
in the context of the 
surrounding world’

Fragments of a bear 
skeleton (above) 
uncovered during 
Prof. Belfer-Cohen’s 
excavations of a cave 
in Georgia 
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Wazana went on to 

study war laws in the Bible. “War 

laws are not unique to the Bible or 

Ancient near East,” she says. “But the 

Bible is unique in discussing how to treat the 

enemy. Deuteronomy refers to the ‘beautiful captive 

woman’ and the prohibition on cutting down fruit trees when 

besieging a city. i think this is actually a critique of war. The 

Bible was written in a period when israel was being besieged 

and captives being taken, and the laws here are a reaction 

to the Assyrian empire. One of the greatest forces in the 

formation of the Bible is ideological reaction to new historical 

phenomena.”

Wazana has likewise researched the evil eye in Biblical 

times. “The Bible is a body of literature written by an 

elite that didn’t consider magic legitimate. And while it 

acknowledges the existence of magic, it does so cautiously 

because of monotheism. if there is only one God, then there 

is no greater power. God is above magic,” says Wazana.

“Although the Bible underplays magic and the evil eye, 

they are present 

throughout the 

world, even today, 

and can be detected 

in the text through 

careful analysis. 

There is nothing like 

the Bible.” 

Dr Nili Wazana 
overlooks the Judean 
Desert from the Mount 
Scopus campus; inset, 
the opening page of the 
Book of Genesis from 
the ‘Crown of Damascus’ 
Bible manuscript 
(Burgos, Spain, 1260)
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ImpactImpact 
By Brenda Gazzar

through a policy issue; that is what we 

teach in all our programs.” 

named in 2006 by deputy chairman 

of the Hebrew University’s Board of 

Governors Michael Federmann in honor 

of his father and his uncle, Yekutiel X. 

and Samuel (Samo) Federmann, the 

School offers three programs that seek 

to improve governance in israel. The 

honors master’s program offers up to 

25 students each year the practical 

tools to formulate public policy as well 

as the analytical skills to do quality 

research. it is the most demanding 

social sciences master’s program at 

the University, Prof. Feitelson says, 

and only the best and most motivated 

students are accepted.

For those already working in the 

field, the executive master’s program 

offers the opportunity to enhance 

their knowledge and receive advanced 

training in leadership and organizational 

change. This program fills a much-

needed niche in the public policy sector. 

“Attempts to build an advanced school 

for public administration within the 

government have failed,” Feitelson 

says. “There is no such training within 

government service.”

The School’s third program, Atidim 

– Cadets for Public Service, aspires 

to provide outstanding undergraduate 

students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds with public policy skills 

while they earn a degree in their 

chosen field. Graduates of the program, 

which is funded by the Atidim nGO, 

are eligible to complete the School’s 

master’s program in one additional year 

of study. 

Policy
FROM their positions 

in prestigious 

research institutions and nGOs to 

the Ministry of Finance and the 

Prime Minister’s Office, graduates 

of the Hebrew University’s elite 

Federmann School of Public Policy 

and Government — founded in 2001 

— are ideally positioned to change 

the way governmental policies are 

formulated in israel and to advance 

public policy research.

“We train our students to be policy 

entrepreneurs, not administrators,” 

says Professor Eran Feitelson, head of 

the Federmann School and a member of 

the Department of Geography. “To effect 

change, you must think systematically 

From left: Dr Momi 
Dahan, Prof. Eran 
Feitelson and Dr Galit 
Cohen-Blankshtain
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Recharged Batteries
For Yehuda Katz, 49, the executive master’s 

program is a chance to “recharge my 

batteries” after more than two decades in 

management. Katz serves as director of 

Aliyah from the West in the Jewish Agency’s 

Immigration and Absorption Department. 

The Federmann School program helps him 

look at the big picture, to weigh the social, 

political and economic considerations — 

and to make better decisions. “The courses 

speak to us as managers and address both our professional 

strengths and weaknesses,” he says, adding that the program’s 

workshops and in-the-field training “prompt us to self-reflect 

and understand ourselves as individuals.”

Future in Finance
Liad Barzilay, 28, did her undergraduate degree in communications 

and international relations within the framework of the Atidim – 

Cadets for Public Service program at the Federmann School. 

Formerly the deputy spokeswoman for the Ministry of Defense, 

today she serves as the deputy spokeswoman 

of the Ministry of Finance — “one of the 

most important places for public policy in 

the country” — while she completes the 

direct-track master’s program at the 

Federmann School. “The School is like a 

hothouse where we learn the theoretical 

side of public policy or civil service,” 

Barzilay says. “And we get the practice 

each day at work.”

in addition to training the next cadres 

of public servants, the Federmann 

School, located in the isaac and Luba 

Becker – Mexico Wing for Policy 

Studies on the Mount Scopus campus, 

is also preparing the next generation 

of public policy researchers by offering 

students a strong multidisciplinary 

background that includes political 

science, economics, law and 

organizational theory. indeed, with 

most of its faculty 

members holding 

joint positions with 

other University 

departments, the 

School’s policy-oriented research is 

overwhelmingly interdisciplinary in 

approach. 

The School’s Dr Momi Dahan, for 

example, recently teamed up with 

Professor Avi Ben-Bassat of the 

Department of Economics to conduct 

research that demonstrates the 

importance of a social group in voting. 

Data was collected on israel’s 44 Arab 

local authorities, where voters are 

allocated to voting stations according 

to their last name rather than place of 

residence, as is generally the case.

“We found that the social group 

— in this case the hamula (clan) — 

both shapes the political behavior for 

a candidate and impacts upon voter 

turnout,” said Dahan, who teaches 

public economics, the budgeting process 

and socio-economic inequality in 

israel. “The fact that most of the Arab 

localities are in a deep economic crisis 

is not unrelated to voting behavior.”

The researchers realized their 

work would likely have a public policy 

impact when, 

after presenting 

their findings 

in July 2008 at 

the Caesarea 

Conference, the then Minister of the 

interior Meir Shitreet said he intended 

to change the voter allocation process 

in the Arab authorities since he felt 

that the current system increases social 

pressure on hamula members to vote a 

particular way.

Similarly, the work of Dr Galit 

Cohen-Blankshtain, who holds a joint 

appointment with the Department 

of Geography, highlights the many 

obstacles and limitations to public 

participation, even when the planners 

are committed to the process. in 

studying a public participation project 

initiated by the nGO Bimkom – 

Planners for Planning Rights to 

create a master plan for the Arab 

village of issawiya adjacent to 

Mount Scopus, Cohen-Blankshtain 

set out to understand how public 

participation was used and how the 

process contrasted with projects where 

planners were not strongly committed 

to inclusion. Although the planners 

committed to inclusion invested 

greater effort in public participation, 

the ultimate outcome was not that 

different. “Even if you really want to 

have public participation, it is a very 

challenging task,” she says. “At some 

point, planners with a high level of 

commitment to inclusion prefer their 

own professional guides over the 

participation process. in the end they 

are committed to a plan, not a process.”

in addition to conducting policy-

oriented research, Cohen-Blankshtain 

teaches policy analysis and research 

methods at the Federmann School, 

which she calls “a new and adaptive 

place” where she feels she can have 

a lot of influence. “The Federmann 

School is like a small family,” she said. 

“i can say anything i want and find a 

receptive ear.” 

‘we train our students to 
be policy entrepreneurs, 

not administrators’
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Integrative 

The Campaign for the 
Hebrew University 
is building support 
for four flagship 
initiatives in medicine, 
agriculture, brain 
science and the 
humanities — and 
each one is fostering an 
increased integration 
of diverse academic 
disciplines

The extensive construction 

underway at the Robert H. Smith 

Faculty of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment — driven by the vision of 

Hebrew University Board of Governors 

honorary chairman Robert H. Smith — 

is adapting the entire Rehovot campus 

to the integrative paradigm. indeed, 

through the consolidation of all Faculty 

activity into four key entities that 

encourage interdisciplinary research 

and teaching, the Faculty can better 

fulfill its mission of discovering new 

ways to provide enough healthy food 

for the world’s growing population 

while sustaining the environment. 

The revised Robert H. Smith 

institute of Plant Sciences and Genetics 

in Agriculture has been up and running 

since 2003. “now under development,” 

says Hacohen, “is a home for the new 

institute of Environmental Sciences and 

natural Resources in Agriculture which 

brings together the water and soil 

sciences with agricultural economics 

and management. There are plans 

to renovate the Fribourg Building, 

home of the institute of Biochemistry, 

Food Science and nutrition. The new 

Complex of Animal Sciences and 

Veterinary Medicine comprises the 

Koret School of Veterinary Medicine, to 

Campaign CampaignCampaignIntegrative Building Integrative Building

Building
“BE it planning a new building 

or the expansion and 

renovation of an existing facility, our 

underlying purpose — always — is 

to provide creative solutions to the 

University’s academic needs,” says 

Hebrew University Vice-President and 

Director-General Elhanan Hacohen. 

Actively involved in the University’s 

efforts to create for integrative research 

and teaching infrastructures in the four 

flagship areas of agriculture, medicine, 

the humanities and brain science, 

Hacohen is overseeing several projects 

that provide supportive, state-of-the-art 

environments.

Architect’s plan 
showing north 
(below) and east 
(opposite) views of 
the new Institute 
of Environmental 
Sciences and 
Natural Resources 
in Agriculture 
at the Robert H. 
Smith Faculty of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment
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Campaign CampaignIntegrative BuildingIntegrative Building Integrative Building

which two floors are being added, and 

the Department of Animal Sciences 

in the renovated and expanded 

Ariowitsch Building; the two will also 

share common space and be physically 

joined by a bridge. Additional 

construction and renovation plans 

at Rehovot include a computerized 

teaching laboratories annex, an 

extensive renovation of the Ariowitsch 

Auditorium which will be used for 

public lectures and events, and a newly 

designed campus entrance. 

Turning to medicine, Hacohen 

describes developments at the Ein 

Kerem campus. “We are creating state-

of-the-art new and renovated facilities 

for the young institute for Medical 

Research israel-Canada (iMRiC), 

in order for researchers to optimize 

interdisciplinary collaboration. We are 

grateful to our Friends for their support 

for this vital project, particularly 

those in Canada who have committed 

to raising significant needed funds 

for iMRiC. The labs on the top two 

floors of the new Octav and Marcela 

Botnar Medical Research Building 

will soon be up and running, while 

labs in the Evlynne and Max M. Low 

Medical Research Building will also be 

renovated to create further cutting-

edge facilities for faculty researchers.”

Projects in the humanities and 

the neurosciences, the Hebrew 

University’s two other flagship 

priorities — the former is based at 

the Mount Scopus campus and the 

latter at the Edmond J. Safra Campus 

— are currently 

at the planning 

stage. indeed, 

the new project 

in brain sciences, 

along with the 

construction — due 

for completion by 2011 — of the 

new Rothberg Family Complex to 

house the University’s Selim and 

Rachel Benin School of Engineering 

and Computer Science, promises to 

make the Edmond J. Safra Campus 

a state-of-the-art powerhouse of 

israeli science.

“The creation of a new integrated 

paradigm for teaching and 

research is essential to the Hebrew 

University to ensure its ongoing 

excellence,” says Hacohen. “it is 

also crucial to provide the physical 

environments that can nurture and 

facilitate such excellence.” 

Construction of the 
Octav and Marcela 
Botnar Medical 
Research Building 
(left) and artist’s 
impression of the 
finished building
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Australia
Former Prime Minister of Australia the Hon. John Howard was awarded 

an honorary doctorate by University President Prof. Menachem Magidor 

at a celebratory dinner held in Sydney, attended by 300 people. At 

left: Prof. Magidor presents the honorary doctorate to John Howard as 

University Board of Governors Chairman Charles H. Goodman looks on.

Canada
Over 800 people attended a gala dinner honoring isadore (issy) 

Sharp, the Chairman and CEO of Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, in 

recognition of his endowment of the isadore Sharp Einstein Doctoral 

Scholarships at the Hebrew University. From left: honorary gala co-chair 

Dr Ralph Halbert, honoree isadore Sharp and honorary gala co-chair 

Lionel Schipper.

The Canadian Friends’ Winnipeg Chapter presented the Canadian 

Friends’ Scopus Award to world-renowned health researcher 

Dr Francis A. Plummer at a gala dinner which raised funds for 

collaboration between Canadian research in infectious diseases and 

the new institute for Medical Research israel-Canada (iMRiC). From 

left: iMRiC researcher Prof. Shulamit Katzav-Shapira, Canadian 

Friends Associate national Director Merle Goldman, Winnipeg 

Chapter President Sheryl Rosenberg, honoree Dr. Plummer, dinner 

co-chairs Dr Allan Ronald and Dr Brent Schacter.

South Africa
Hebrew University Vice-President for External Relations Carmi Gillon 

delivered the 2008 Aaron Beare Memorial Lecture, entitled ‘Terror as an 

instrument of Radical islam in its Fight Against the West’, in Durban. 

From right: Beare Foundation trustee and Hebrew University Governor 

Bernice Beare Rosenberg, Vice-President Gillon and Beare Foundation 

Chairman Reg Berkowitz.

United Kingdom
israel Ambassador to the United Kingdom Ron Prosor hosted more than 

100 Hebrew University alumni at the inaugural event of the Hebrew 

University Alumni Association UK at his official residence. From left: 

Alumni Association co-chair Annie Spar, University President Prof. 

Menachem Magidor, Ambassador Prosor and Alumni Association  

co-chair nicola Cobbold.

A World of Friends A World of FriendsA  Wo rl d  o f  Fr i e n d s A  Wo rl d  o f  Fr i e n d s

A World of  Friends
Hold the Date list of Friends’ events, page 33
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Argentina
The Honorary President of ORT Argentina norma Gold de Werthein was presented 

with the Argentinean Friends’ annual Scopus Award at a gala dinner in Buenos 

Aires. From left: Director of the Latin American, Spanish and Portuguese Desk of 

the University’s Division for Development and Public Relations Joseph Benarroch, 

honoree norma Gold de Werthein and Argentinean Friends President Roberto nul. 

United States
Honorees at the American Friends’ Greater new York Region Scopus Award gala 

dinner were Gary Ginsberg who was awarded the Scopus Award, and Ambassador 

Dennis Ross who was awarded the Truman Peace Prize by the University’s Harry S. 

Truman Research institute for the Advancement of Peace. Proceeds from the event, 

chaired by Rupert Murdoch, Richard L. Plepler and Mortimer B. Zuckerman, went 

to the Truman institute. From left: American Friends’ President George Schieren,  

former Hebrew University Rector Prof. Haim D. Rabinowitch, honorees Gary Ginsberg 

and Ambassador Ross, and Greater new York Region President Pamela Emmerich.

The Hebrew University and its American Friends awarded Bill Gates, founder and 

chairman of the Microsoft Corporation and co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation, with its inaugural Einstein Award at a gala dinner in new York. From 

left: University President Prof. Menachem Magidor, Bill Gates, American Friends’ 

President George Schieren, gala dinner Honorary Chair Robert H. Smith, gala dinner 

Honorary Co-Chair and University Board of Governors’ Chairman Charles H. Goodman.

Ambassador Stuart and Fran Eizenstat were the honorees of the American Friends’ 

Mid-Atlantic Region Scopus Award gala held in Washington, DC. From left: Mid-

Atlantic Region Executive Director Jill Moskowitz, University Vice-President for 

External Relations Carmi Gillon, honorees Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat and Fran 

Eizenstat, gala chair Ambassador Alfred Moses, keynote speaker Thomas Friedman, 

American Friends’ Board Chairman ira Lee Sorkin and Mid-Atlantic Region 

President nancy Hamburger.

Chairman Emeritus of Jenner & Block LLP Jerold S. Solovy (center) was presented 

with the American Friends’ Scopus Award by Hebrew University Rector Prof. Sarah 

Stroumsa and American Friends’ Midwest Region President Dan Schlesinger at a 

gala dinner attended by over 350 guests.

A World of  Friends

France
Former French Minister of Justice and President of the Constitutional Council Robert 

Badinter was presented with the Scopus Award by the Swiss and French Friends. From 

left: Scopus laureate Baron Eric de Rothschild, Baroness Benjamin de Rothschild, Scopus 

laureate Maurice Lévy, Scopus laureate Roman Polanski, Scopus laureate Simone Veil, 

honoree Robert Badinter, University President Prof. Menachem Magidor and Amanda Sthers.
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by Susan Goodman

Thanks to the generosity of farsighted donors, three recently recruited scientists create 
world-class laboratories and pursue the basis for the next breakthrough

Brain Gain
Quantum Leap
There is a gentle rush of air as the laboratory door opens 

onto a dimly lit room. Protective glasses are donned and a 

series of safety instructions given, including not to pick up 

anything dropped on the ground. A large horizontal steel 

surface, the size of a couple of ping-

pong tables and weighing as much as 

a female elephant, is covered with a 

forest of 10cm. long black cylinders 

supporting small crystals, prisms, 

lenses and mirrors. Among them lies a long black box, a 

Titanium: Sapphire laser. The goggles protect our eyes from 

accidental movements across the beam and an elaborate 

filter system reduces dust levels in the air. The raised air 

pressure also helps prevent dust from wafting in.  

From the laser emanates a barely discernible red streak 

of light that becomes transformed into a blue glow. “This 

laser produces 80 million pulses of light a second, with 

each pulse being ultra-short — less than a million-millionth 

of a second,” explains Dr Hagai Eisenberg who set up his 

laboratory in the Racah institute of Physics to study the 

mysterious behavior of tiny packets of light energy, called 

photons. This is basic research with the 

most mind-boggling implications for future 

technological developments.

Eisenberg, whose recruitment to the 

Hebrew University was made possible by 

the Edmond J. Safra Philanthropic Foundation with further 

funding from the Wolfson Charitable Trust, helps clarify these 

numbers: “imagine that you turn a flashlight on and off for 

one second, then the light will stretch from here to the moon. 

One of the pulses from the laser lasts for such a short time 

that it will only cover a third of the width of a hair.”

He explains that by processing these very brief pulses, 

it is possible to produce a couple of red “daughter” photons 

Dr Hagai Eisenberg 
and (inset) one of the 
laser beams

basic research with the 
most mind-boggling 

implications
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Dr Uri Raviv 
with the recently 
assembled set-up 
for small angle 
X-ray scattering and 
(inset) one of his 
master’s students, 
Avi Ginsburg 

Edmond J. Safra Vision Supports  
Academic Excellence

from a single blue photon. According to quantum theory, 

these “entangled” daughter photons behave in a most curious 

way. if you take them very far apart, even to the other side 

of the universe, and measure a property of one of them it 

influences the result you will get when you measure the same 

property of the other one.

if this behavior seems puzzling to you, then you are in 

good company. Einstein felt that this prediction of quantum 

mechanics contradicted everything he knew and understood 

about physical reality. But the nature of entangled particles 

has now been proven and they offer the possibility of 

developing quantum computers with unimaginable efficiency. 

in fact, a quantum computer with a memory of a mere 156 

bytes (everyday laptops have more than a billion times as 

much) will be able to break every security code in the world! 

But do not despair — quantum entanglement is also 

the basis for developing security codes that no computer 

will be able to crack, not even quantum computers. it is 

in laboratories like Eisenberg’s that our future quantum 

technology is being understood, unraveled and... entangled.

Back to Basics
“There is a strong tendency in scientific research to direct 

projects towards applications.  i believe we must understand 

the fundamentals first — we then have a better chance of 

designing successful applications,” says the University’s 

first recipient of a Rudin Fellowship Dr Uri Raviv of the 

It is thanks to the vision of the Edmond 

J. Safra Philanthropic Foundation that 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem has 

been able to recruit five outstanding 

young scientists to its faculty since 2006. 

Cognizant of the rapid development of 

research in four cutting-edge fields — 

nanoscience, cognitive science, bioscience 

and information science — and aware of 

the dangerous phenomena of academic 

brain drain from Israel, the Edmond J. 

Safra Philanthropic Foundation has 

provided funding that has enabled these 

researchers, each of whom returned to 

Israel from prestigious postdoctoral or 

other positions in the US, to build and 

equip brand new state-of-the-art 

laboratories while also creating core 

research groups of talented young  

masters and doctoral students. “This 

support from the Edmond J. Safra 

Philanthropic Foundation fuels the 

Hebrew University’s pursuit of scientific 

discovery,” says University President 

Professor Menachem Magidor. 

In addition to the three researchers 

profiled in these pages, two more were 

recruited with the support of the Edmond 

J. Safra Philanthropic Foundation during 

2007 and have joined their three 

colleagues at the Edmond J. Safra 

Campus. Professor Ronen Rapaport of the 

Racah Institute of Physics and the Selim 

and Rachel Benin School of Computer 

Science and Engineering is currently 

completing construction of his laboratory 

while the laboratory of Dr Eran Meshorer 

of the Department of Genetics is now up 

and running. Dr Meshorer recently 

published the results of a collaborative 

study in which he and his colleagues in 

the US revealed the previously 

undocumented process whereby stem 

cells develop into any kind of tissue-

specific cells.
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structures. Sometimes the result 

can be devastating damage, as in the 

case of Alzheimer’s disease, where 

groups of protein fragments 

(peptides) stick together, 

forming the amyloid 

plaques that prevent 

normal brain function. 

in a joint project with 

Professor Tim Deming 

of UCLA, Raviv is 

already investigating 

the dynamic nature of 

protein aggregates and 

how synthetic peptides 

can envelop the protein 

fragments before they clump 

together — suggesting a method 

of combating the process that brings Alzheimer’s in its wake.

His team is also set to investigate the forces between 

microtubules, the protein-based filament-like structures which 

speed essential proteins from one part of a cell to another 

and are able to disassemble in seconds and reconstruct 

themselves in new directions in minutes. As his new lab goes 

into action, Raviv is determined to understand the basic — 

though intricate — processes involved in the life of a cell.

The Secret Life of Bacteria
Another gleaming new laboratory engaged in fundamental 

research at the Racah institute of Physics is that of Dr Ady 

Vaknin, whose recruitment to the Hebrew University was 

also made possible by the Edmond J. Safra Philanthropic 

Foundation with further funding from the Wolfson Charitable 

Trust. A physicist who turned to biophysics while doing his 

postdoctorate at Harvard, he is investigating the secret life of 

a harmless strain of E.coli bacteria — in particular, the way 

it senses the world around it.  

You might expect bacteria to lead rather simple, random 

lives — wandering around, feeding, multiplying, occasionally 

making us sick. But E.coli, like other bacteria, 

has 32 different sensory systems that provide 

all sorts of essential information to help it 

thrive. Bacteria can even pick up the chemicals 

we produce when our immune system is not 

in top form. Provided they also sense that 

there are enough of them around, the bacteria then choose 

their moment and spring into action, invading our cells and 

producing toxins — in other words, they make us sick.  

institute of Chemistry, whose recruitment was made possible 

by the Edmond J. Safra Philanthropic Foundation with 

further support from the Wolfson Charitable Trust. Raviv 

and his team are pursuing the fundamental knowledge that 

could lead to the design of effective drugs rather than the 

hit-and-miss method that has produced most of today’s 

pharmacopoeia. 

in his new, state-of-the-art laboratory, with its recently 

assembled hi-tech equipment, Raviv describes the 

multidisciplinary nature of his research. Using sophisticated 

X-ray techniques originally developed by physicists to 

analyze the structure of liquid crystals (probably now 

forming the display on your digital watch or on your 

calculator), Raviv is now applying these techniques to 

investigate some of the most basic interactions that take 

place in living matter.

Our bodies are composed of soft structures filled with, 

and bathed in, a chemical soup of biomolecules. Yet we 

understand very little about how these substances interact 

with each other, the forces between them, and the complex 

structures they form. For instance, scientists remain baffled 

by the fact that many biomolecules form partnerships with 

others that have the same 

charge, seemingly defying 

the adage that only opposites 

attract. indeed, even the strands 

of the code of life — the DnA 

— that embrace each other in a 

convoluted spiral, are both negatively charged.

Other close encounters between proteins, essential 

ingredients of the body’s chemical soup, produce complex 

ingenious, highly 
sophisticated technology 

is used to identify how the 
sensory systems function 

Dr Ady Vaknin and the 
set-up for fluoresence 
anisotropy imaging
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Inspired by Einstein
Awarded annually to students of outstanding 
promise from any discipline, the Einstein 
Scholarships commemorate one of the Hebrew 
University’s most illustrious founders 

Fish future
With the world demand for fish rising 

and natural stocks being depleted, there 

is an increasing reliance on fish farming 

as an economic source of protein. 

Already almost half the fish that we eat 

are from farms, with carp being the most 

widely consumed.  

To ensure that ponds are stocked early 

in the growing season, female fish are 

given a special hormone injection to 

induce the production of eggs. The usual 

source of this hormone is the pituitary 

gland of other carp, but this runs the risk 

of spreading infection between fish and 

was responsible a few years ago for a 

worldwide epidemic among carp.

The ideal, then, is to develop a 

synthetic form of this hormone. With a 

patent pending, this is exactly what is 

being developed by Joseph Aizen, a 

doctoral student at the Robert H. Smith 

Faculty of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment and the recipient of an 

Einstein Scholarship.

Aizen’s interest in fish farming began 

while at school on Kibbutz Ein Shemer on 

the coastal plain north of Tel Aviv, where 

he still lives with his wife and two 

daughters. A high-school greenhouse 

project that introduced him to the basics 

of fish farming followed by a post-army 

stint working on a fish farm in Scotland 

made him determined to pursue his 

interest in fish farming. He did a first 

degree in biology and fish farming is now 

the focus of his doctoral research. Thanks 

to Aizen’s research, we can be more 

confident that in the future there will be 

plenty of fish on the farm.

Immune attack
About a third of all adults in the Western 

world suffer from some sort of gum 

disease. Such disease can be mild and 

cause little harm, but in many cases it 

can result in the destruction of gum 

tissue and bone, which then leads to 

tooth loss. In its advanced form, gum 

disease is difficult to treat and mainly 

depends on stringent oral hygiene.

To develop new and effective cures, the 

nature of the disease needs to be well 

understood. A key question in this field is 

whether the bacteria themselves or the 

immune response they trigger is responsible 

for the destruction of bone. This problem is 

the focus of research by Isaac Kaye Einstein 

Scholar Elia Burns, who is a doctoral 

student in the Faculty of Dental Medicine.

Different cells of the body’s immune 

system recognize bacteria using specific 

receptors and trigger a cascade of immune 

responses. Burns set up a series  

of experiments with mice to 

identify the role that a family of 

immune receptors called TLRs 

might play in the process of gum 

disease when bacteria invade the 

mouth. Her research showed that 

the immune response is triggered 

by TLR2 receptors recognizing 

these bacteria and was, in fact, 

responsible for the bone loss. 

Unexpectedly,  the immune 

response that was initiated by 

TLR2 did not result in the 

elimination of the bacteria. 

Further research is now under way 

to confirm these findings.

The particular sensing mechanism that Vaknin and his 

team are studying very closely enables E.coli to home in 

on a source of food. “it is always looking for a better life,” 

explains Vaknin, “and constantly samples the chemicals in 

its environment, computes where it wants to go and moves 

off in that direction.” His team is investigating, at the 

molecular level, how bacteria detect tasty chemicals and 

then issue instructions to the filament-like structures that 

trail behind them, which then rotate, pushing the bacteria in 

the direction of the food.

Studying these mechanisms at the molecular level 

is well beyond what you can see with a microscope, 

meaning that ingenious, highly sophisticated 

technology is used to identify how the sensory 

systems function. 

“The more we know about the system, the easier 

it is to interfere with it,” says Vaknin. indeed, 

the insights being gained could very well be the 

important early steps towards methods of designing 

effective drugs. 

Isaac Kaye Einstein 
Scholar Elia Burns

Joseph Aizen 
conducts field 
research in Uganda
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Music 
Hebrew liturgical poetry is 
back in style

by Heidi J. Gleit

for the Soul

early Hebrew piyyut of the Land of 

israel as one of the most authentic 

creations of the Jewish people. These 

early piyyutim, written by some of 

Jewish history’s finest poets and 

chanted in synagogues in place of the 

standard prayers, have been published 

in academic editions mainly by Hebrew 

University scholars, says Professor 

Shulamit Elizur of the Department 

of Hebrew Literature in the Mandel 

institute of Jewish Studies. Elizur, 

who heads the Ezra Fleischer institute 

for Research of Hebrew Poetry in 

the Geniza, is one of several piyyut 

scholars at israel’s universities whom 

Fleischer mentored. She is continuing 

his research of the thousands of 

documents from the Cairo Geniza 

which include piyyutim and which he 

catalogued meticulously. 

For Department of Musicology 

doctoral candidate naomi Cohn 

Zentner, the piyyut embraces all 

liturgical poetry, from zmirot sung 

in the home on the Sabbath to songs 

sung at the end of the Sabbath and on 

festivals and piyyutim for family events 

such as weddings and circumcision 

ceremonies. Edwin Seroussi, the 

Emanuel Alexandre Professor of 

Musicology and director of the 

University’s Jewish Music Research 

Centre (JMRC), says that the nature of 

the piyyut has changed over time and 

depends on context. “Jewish religious 

poetic creativity goes well beyond 

the academic definition and its entire 

output belongs nowadays to a general 

category of ‘piyyutim’,” says Seroussi, 

who has researched the singing of 

piyyutim in north Africa and across the 

Ottoman Empire.

THE writing of piyyutim began in the  

Land of israel in the fourth or fifth 

century CE — “at least 500 years 

before their composition in Spain 

AFTER a lapse 

ranging from 

several hundred years for some ethnic 

communities to a few decades for 

others, piyyutim — Hebrew liturgical 

poems — are back in style. in 

addition to paytanim chanting them 

at synagogues on the Sabbath and 

holidays, israelis of all backgrounds are 

forming piyyut “singing communities,” 

attending performances of paytanim 

paired with rock stars at piyyut 

festivals, and also hitting the iinternet  

to read up on the genre and listen to 

rare recordings.

Much of the renewed interest can be 

traced to the Hebrew University, which 

has been at the forefront of research on 

piyyutim. Professor Hayyim Schirmann 

left the Schocken institute for Research 

in Jewish Poetry in Germany in the 

1930s to join the 

University and his 

work was continued 

in the 1960s by 

his student, the 

Romanian-born 

former Prisoner 

of Zion (imprisoned in Romania after 

World War Two for Zionist activities) 

Professor Ezra Fleischer.

in his landmark book Hebrew 
Liturgical Poetry in the Middle Ages 
(Hebrew, Keter 1975, reprint Magnes 

Press 2007), Fleischer describes the 
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and Ashkenaz,” says Elizur — and 

developed there until the Crusaders 

disrupted Jewish life in the area in the 

eleventh century. Sephardic paytanim 

reinvigorated and changed the art form 

by writing innovative piyyutim inspired 

by then-flourishing Arabic poetry. 

The expulsion of the Jews from Spain 

actually contributed to the further 

development of piyyutim, with the 

refugees carrying 

them to Jewish 

communities 

throughout the 

Mediterranean 

basin. While the tradition of writing 

and singing piyyutim faded in some 

communities, it remained strong among 

others who brought it to israel.

Piyyutim, however, were not 

widespread in the young State of israel 

outside synagogues. Dr Meir Buzaglo 

of the Department of Philosophy recalls 

that when his family immigrated to 

israel from Morocco in 1965, his 

father, the renowned paytan who both 

composed and performed piyyutim 

Rabbi David Buzaglo, attempted to 

reestablish the tradition but this had no 

impact beyond Moroccan Jewish circles.

About a decade ago, Buzaglo 

began organizing Shabbat afternoon 

gatherings in the dormitories on the 

Mount Scopus campus that brought 

together paytanim, faculty members 

and students. The response was so 

great that the get-togethers moved 

to the on-campus Beit Hillel, where 

today’s piyyut program includes 

weekday concerts that attract hundreds 

of students. Buzaglo credits the music 

— as opposed to its words — as the 

most powerful aspect of the piyyut. 

He suggests that the increasing 

popularity of piyyutim is connected to 

a growing interest in Jewish traditions 

among secular israelis. “i consider 

it a beneficial phenomenon in israeli 

society in the age of globalization,” 

he says. “Piyyutim can serve as a 

bridge between Jews from different 

backgrounds and even between Jews 

and Arabs since they draw on forms of 

Arabic poetry.” 

Cohn Zentner, a two-time recipient 

of the Joseph and Sarah Regunberg 

Memorial Fund Scholarship for Students 

of Jewish Liturgical Music who herself 

belongs to a piyyut 

singing community, 

connects the current 

interest in piyyutim 

to several trends. 

“World music became popular in the late 

1980s and early 1990s, opening people’s 

ears to different types of music and 

leading them to wonder about a Jewish 

aspect of world music,” she says. Older 

israelis are attracted by nostalgia, while 

the younger generation is searching 

for something new and meaningful 

— indeed, crossovers of piyyutim and 

pop-rock styles are popular. The music 

also makes the piyyut easier for secular 

Jews to relate to than other aspects of 

Judaism, she says.

Today there are a several initiatives 

to promote piyyutim such as the 

Kehilot Sharot (Singing Communities) 

nationwide network and musical 

projects such as the Andalusian 

Orchestra and Ensemble Ha-Yona. With 

the support of the Avi Chai Foundation, 

Kehilot Sharot joined forces with the 

University’s non-profit Snunit Center 

for the Advancement of Web-Based 

Learning subsidiary to create a website, 

www.piyut.org.il. 

The highly popular website is 

headed by musician Yair Harel, and 

Prof. Seroussi and Dr Buzaglo sit on 

its academic and steering committees, 

along with piyyut scholars and activists 

Professor Haviva Pedaya of Ben-Gurion 

University who founded Ensemble Ha-

Yona and Professor Ephraim Hazan of 

Bar-ilan University. The site contains a 

wealth of information about piyyutim, 

much written by Hebrew University 

researchers, and an extensive archive 

of recordings which draws heavily 

on the JMRC and the national Sound 

Archives (nSA) of the national Library 

of israel, including rare historical 

recordings made before World War Two. 

Cohn Zentner combines her studies 

with working for the site and the JMRC, 

searching the archive for recordings 

of Ashkenazi zmirot — her area of 

expertise — to post. 

“The JMRC and nSA, both founded 

by Professor Emeritus israel Adler in 

1964, provide an unmatched repository 

of materials that is used by the 

entire world,” says Seroussi. “These 

collections are now being digitized 

— along with the website and other 

activities, they ensure that the Hebrew 

University continues to contribute to 

the ever-growing body of knowledge 

and general interest in piyyutim.” 

‘piyyutim can serve as a 
bridge between Jews from 

different backgrounds’

Israeli musicians 
Etti Ankri and Lior 
Elmalich (above) 
and Barry Sakharov 
and paytan Moshe 
Habusha (below) 
perform at the Mount 
Scopus Beit Hillel’s 
highly popular 
Yedidi HaShachachta 
(Speaking Poetry) 
piyyut program
Opposite: A piyyut-
singing community 
in Tel Aviv

Opposite: Passover 
piyyut from the 
Nuremberg Mahzor 
incorporating 
the opening lines 
(in red) from the 
Song of Songs, 
© Courtesy of Dr 
David and Jemima 
Jeselsohn

Courtesy B
eit H

illel, 
M

ount Scopus
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Read 
to investigate the 

processes involved in 

reading Hebrew. The 

research is being done 

by Professor Ram Frost 

of the Department of 

Psychology together with 

his doctoral student Hadas Velan. Frost’s unit, funded by the 

US national institutes of Health, is a member of the world 

famous Haskins Laboratories at new Haven, Connecticut, 

which, with its satellite members, is dedicated to the study 

of speech and language.

it is just 10 years since Frost first challenged the 

generally held scientific opinion that there is a universal 

process involved in reading that is wholly independent 

of language. “We showed that Hebrew is processed quite 

differently by the brain, even in the very first moments that 

our eyes fall upon a word,” he says.

Although Hebrew looks different from most European 

languages and is read from right to left, these are not 

the features which induce the brain, even in the first 50 

thousandths of a second, to begin a totally different process 

of analysis. in that instant, when reading English for 

example, the brain is calculating the distance to the next 

word. But in Hebrew the brain begins to search for the root 

of the word. “in Hebrew,” says Frost, “words are based on a 

root usually made up of three consonants (a few words are 

based on four or five consonants) — it is this root which will 

On
Three University scientists explore the processes 
underlying visual perception

Raednig Hbeerw!
You porbalby dnot have mcuh dfificutly in udnestrdnanig 

tihs. And you’d be able to do it in French if you are a 

Frenchman or in German if you are a German. now imagine 

you are an israeli and given a similar sentence in Hebrew. 

A couple of words in the sentence are treated in the same 

way — the first and last letters are kept in position and the 

rest are made into goulash. Even if the letters were swapped 

around in a familiar word within an appropriate sentence, 

you are now in trouble.

This might sound like a party game but in fact these 

recent findings are part of a range of experiments designed 
Prof. Ram Frost 
with (inset) graph 
showing performance 
by subjects tested 
for recognition, 
in English and 
Hebrew, of regular 
sentences (light 
green) and sentences 
containing words 
with transposed 
letters (red) and 
(right) illustration 
of collated brain 
activation data from 
14 subjects

by Susan Goodman
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guide the brain to the meaning of the word and the search for 

meaning begins instantly, as the eye falls upon a word.”

Frost’s research on reading Hebrew led to a change in the 

way reading was taught in schools, aimed at reversing the 

trend of declining literacy among israeli children. His initial 

findings on the brain processing of Hebrew have been confirmed 

by many of his subsequent studies, including the latest project 

on transposing letters within words. in Hebrew, he has shown, 

transposing letters results in the brain 

being confounded by finding roots that 

are inappropriate to the context.

Unraveling the processes involved 

in reading any language is complex. 

Frost and his doctoral student Atira Bick are now utilizing 

the fMRi imaging technique to look at the areas of brain 

activation in people who read both English and Hebrew. This 

work will provide even further insights into the porcsesnig of 

btoh lnagueags.

Reading Challenges
Discovering the processes employed by the brain to transform 

text on the printed page into words in our heads is proving 

a considerable scientific challenge. But an equal challenge 

facing scientists is to understand why large numbers of us 

fail to become proficient readers. As many as one person 

in 10 could be dyslexic. “But dyslexia comes with many 

other problems,” explains Professor Merav Ahissar of the 

Department of Psychology and the interdisciplinary Center 

for neural Computation (iCnC). 

“if you look for a subject with only 

dyslexia there would be no grounds 

for research,” she says.

Ahissar’s quest has been to 

formulate and test a theory that could explain the many 

difficulties often associated with dyslexia, including poor 

short-term memory for speech sounds; recognizing rhymes; 

slowness in naming things; and difficulties in 

repeating unfamiliar words.

Currently there is no single explanation for 

all these difficulties. But recent experimental 

findings by Ahissar seem to point to a new 

idea which she has named “the anchor theory”. The basic 

research supporting this theory required dyslexic and 

non-dyslexic subjects to listen to a series of pairs of tones 

and decide which tone was higher for each pair. They were 

unaware that in each pair, one of the tones remained the same 

throughout. The experiment was then repeated but this time 

the tones differed in each pair.

it was expected that the dyslexics would do poorly in both 

experiments because they have poor memory for sounds. And, 

indeed, in the first experiment they did not do well. in the 

second experiment, though, both groups — dyslexics and non-

dyslexics — scored the same. When there wasn’t a repeated 

“standard” tone, normal readers exhibited dyslexia!

it seems that when there was a repeated tone, non-dyslexic 

readers retained a memory of it in their heads for use as a 

in Hebrew, the brain 
begins to search for the 

root of the word

Prof. Merav Ahissar 
with student subject 
Yehoshua Rosenberg 
wearing electrode cap 
that records electrical 
brain signals as 
presented in graph 
(inset), with peaks 
indicating a decision 
has been made
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reference, or “anchor” for everything that followed. This made 

it much easier and quicker for them to decide which tone 

was higher. The dyslexics, who couldn’t hold or “anchor” the 

tone, produced results as if there was 

no repeated “standard” tone. in the 

second experiment, where there was no 

“anchor” tone, non-dyslexics performed 

at the same level as dyslexics.

A similar experiment was designed using words — and the 

results were the same!

The “anchor” seems to give good readers a memory that 

they can use for comparison when analyzing sounds — without 

it, they have to work more slowly and constantly refresh their 

memory. “This anchoring deficit may be a key component in the 

problems faced by dyslexics,” suggests Ahissar.

She and her team have set up an open website 

[http//:papi.huji.ac.il] where you can test your own abilities 

in distinguishing between different tones and get personal 

feedback on the standard of your performance.

Reading Faces
We often feel that we are able to “read” the faces of the 

people we know well and thereby understand their innermost 

thoughts. We even say “i can read him like a book”.

“But the brain uses completely different processes when 

processing faces than when confronted with a text,” says 

Shlomo Bentin, the Charles and Marilyn Gold Family Professor 

of Psychology and Education in the Department of Psychology 

and a member of the iCnC. For example, whereas text 

primarily activates left hemisphere mechanisms, faces activate 

the right hemisphere more than the left.

Earlier work by Bentin which analyzed electrical activity in 

the brain using EEG demonstrated that the brain has a specific 

response when processing faces. Clearly, the brain must have 

processes dedicated to facial analysis.

in recent work, Bentin and his doctoral student from China, 

Lun Zhao, have shown that when (Caucasian) israelis are 

presented with photos of other (Caucasian) israelis and of 

Chinese, they can very rapidly pick out Chinese faces — much 

more quickly, in fact, then they can pick out an israeli face.

When a person’s brain recognizes a face as belonging to 

one’s own ethnic group, it looks at it in a much more detailed 

way, perhaps to decide if it is someone familiar. But when the 

subjects were asked to categorize the Chinese and Caucasian 

faces as young or old, or male or female, then neither the 

ethnic group of the subject nor that of the photographed faces 

had any effect on the time it took to make the 

categorization. This suggests that in contrast 

to clues identifying a race or an individual, the 

clues the brain looks for when deciding on age 

or gender are universal. 

Another research focus for Bentin and his team is the 

process involved in identifying feelings from facial expressions. 

Psychologists generally believed that specific facial 

characteristics alert us to people’s emotions. But Bentin and 

his team have shown that it is context that is all-important. 

The same face of a person who is involved in a completely 

different activity will be “read” totally differently. Anger,  

for example, can be read as disgust, depending on what 

activity the person is engaged in. When “reading” faces,  

our brain insists that we look at the whole picture before 

making judgments. 

Prof. Shlomo Bentin

Brain activation 
elicited by faces is 
shown in yellow 
and that by objects 
in green. The graph 
demonstrates the 
discrepant activity to 
distinguish human 
faces (in red) from 
other stimulus 
categories (birds in 
purple and chairs in 
green)

clearly, the brain must 
have processes dedicated 

to facial analysis
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Well 

WERE it not for David 

Ben-Gurion, 

israel’s first prime minister, then 

Professor Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony 

suspects that she might not have 

chaired the Hebrew University’s 

Department of Comparative Religion, 

headed its Revivim program nor served 

as director of the Center for Eretz 

israel Studies, which is a joint project 

of the Hebrew University and the  

Ben-Zvi institute.

in the 1960s, Ben-Gurion designated 

the provision of a stimulating high-

school education for promising pupils 

from peripheral areas as a national 

priority and established the Association 

for Educational Advancement. 

Bitton-Ashkelony, born in the 

development town of Hazor Hagelilit 

in northern israel, was a perfect 

fit. Though her grandfather had 

been learned, her parents, who had 

immigrated to israel from Morocco in 

1954, had had to focus their energies 

on building the new state and she thus 

grew up in modest circumstances.

Recognized as an outstanding 

pupil, the Association for Educational 

Advancement sent her to the Midreshet 

Amalia boarding school in Jerusalem. 

“i’m where i am today because of 

the educational system’s decision to 

nurture bright youngsters. Midreshet 

Amalia gave me the opportunity of my 

life,” says Bitton-Ashkelony, whose 

desire to better understand Judaism 

and the different cultures that existed 

in the Second Temple period sparked 

her interest in late antique Christianity 

and Greek religion.

Bitton-Ashkelony describes her 

involvement in the University’s Revivim 

honors program — which she headed 

for two years until the 2008/9 academic 

year — to train Jewish studies teachers 

for israel’s state secular schools as a 

“natural progression. i saw what good, 

engaged teachers 

can do for education. 

Even though it isn’t 

my area of academic 

interest, i have a 

personal commitment to this program 

and to repaying my debt to society.”

Her initial exposure to Revivim — 

which is supported by the Avi Chai 

Foundation, the Jesselson Family, the 

Leo and Julia Forchheimer Foundation, 

the Simon Flegg Fund, the Morningstar 

Foundation and other donors — was 

through her own daughter, whose 

teacher was a Revivim student: “The 

teacher got my daughter to open books 

that i couldn’t get her to go near.” 

Bitton-Ashkelony reminisces that as 

a child, teachers would volunteer to 

spend a few years in a peripheral area 

teaching the standard curriculum 

but also anything that interested 

them, from fencing to accordion. 

They regarded their work as part of 

the Zionist mission and they played 

a central role in the cultural life of 

development towns: the result was a 

great educational system.

While Bitton-Ashkelony laments 

the deterioration 

of the school 

education system 

of the past two 

decades, she is 

confident that Revivim — students 

receive a generous scholarship for the 

four-year combined undergraduate 

and master’s program plus intensive 

teacher training in exchange for a 

commitment to teach in state secular 

schools for four years — will help 

reverse the trend. “Revivim alumni are 

highly motivated, proud to be teachers 

and determined to change education 

in israel,” she says. “They and the 

program itself represent an important 

contribution to society.” 

Taught
by Heidi J. Gleit

Prof. Brouria  
Bitton-Ashkelony

‘I saw what good,  
engaged teachers can do 

for education’
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The Noise 

To date three such centers have opened. The Stanley B. 

Prusiner Medical information Center, which occupies the 

entire ground floor of the Muriel and Philip Berman Medical 

Library on the Ein Kerem campus, opened in June 2007. On 

the Mount Scopus campus, the Berel and Agnes Ginges – 

Australia Library information Centre in the Bernard M. and 

Louis M. Bloomfield Library Building opened in June 2008, 

and the central hall of the Faculty of Law library during the 

2007/8 academic year.

As the talking policy suggests, these new centers 

represent quite a departure from the traditional library 

service. “We needed to keep the libraries as the focal 

point of campus life,” says Falk. The ongoing shift in 

the information landscape, say Falk and Dov Feuerstein, 

Revolution

Students Tamar 
Hofnung and Nimrod 
Barnea in the Berel 
and Agnes Ginges – 
Australia Library 
Information Centre, 
Mount Scopus

“WELL, we don’t encourage students to 

shout and yell,” says Library 

Authority Chief Librarian Edith Falk reassuringly, “but   

these days, we do let them speak.” She is explaining the   

new library information centers, which signal a revolution 

that is currently taking place in the Hebrew University’s 

library services.

Expansive, well-lit, with comfortable airy spaces and 

furnished with large desks, sofas and a variety of sitting and 

computer-terminal areas, these are the learning environments 

of our information age. Visitors will find the new centers 

abuzz with activity, every seat occupied by students buried 

in books, entranced by their computer screens, talking in 

groups or simply milling around in timeless student fashion.
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the pipe-smoking Director of the Library Authority, is 

changing the methodologies of learning. As a result, an 

ongoing reassessment of the role of libraries is essential. 

For example, now that the internet enables access to a 

greater repository of information than does any library 

card, a student’s first point of research will likely be online, 

undermining the traditional purpose and draw of libraries.

There has, simultaneously, been a growing awareness 

within libraries of the changing nature of learning, with 

group work, hands-on exercises and informal discussion 

increasingly supplementing the traditional approach of quiet 

reading. “To continue serving the educational needs of the 

students, we have had to respond to these changes, and even 

look to accommodate future trends,” says Professor Jacob 

Metzer, Chairman of the University’s Library Authority which 

oversees nine of the University’s libraries 

and information centers.

At the heart of the revolution is a 

mass growth in resources. “The Berman 

Medical Library used to have 3000 

periodical subscriptions in print,” Falk says, “now we only 

have 200, but electronic access to 30,000.” The available 

material is constantly regenerating too, the virtual shelves 

filling up around the clock with a wealth of the most up-to-

date information. in fact, it is through this shift from print 

to electronic subscriptions, with its resulting tenfold growth 

in accessible material, that the libraries were able to empty 

great stretches of shelving and provide homes for the new 

information centers. 

“Our online subscriptions are a very expensive 

undertaking,” says Feuerstein. “in fact, even though we 

pay over niS 13 million annually, we are still woefully 

undersubscribed and are seeking further funding in order     

to both increase these subscriptions and purchase much-

needed books.”

Judging by the level of activity, any feared obsolescence 

has certainly been avoided. indeed, along with the five 

Ginges Computer Centres on all four campuses, the three 

library information centers are nowadays the busiest places 

on the Mount Scopus and Ein Kerem campuses.

At the Berel and Agnes Ginges – Australia Library 

information Centre on Mount Scopus, scores of computers 

are available (or, more correctly, in use and unavailable), as 

are sizeable, laptop-friendly desks, study areas with large 

LCD screens, quick reference and in-depth reference desks, 

a circulation desk and self-check-out machines, as well as 

state-of-the-art scanning, printing and photocopying services 

and universal wireless internet networks. Add to these the 

quiet rooms, the lounges, the glassed-in rooms for group 

learning and seminars, the sofas, the courses in online 

navigation, and the highly trained library personnel to assist 

with any queries, and the appeal becomes evident.

Undergraduate students nimrod Barnea and Tamar 

Hofnung, both 24, thoroughly enjoy the new facilities. 

Bantering at a computer terminal over an incomprehensible-

looking spreadsheet, they note the improvement in library 

facilities. “not only is it aesthetically much better,” says 

Barnea, “but there’s a real atmosphere of learning — it’s 

more comfortable, more useful, and 

more fun. The library is a prime tool for 

students, and when we have better tools 

we are better students.” Hofnung agrees. 

“Everything here is about providing a 

good learning environment,” she says. “From the streamlined 

library catalog to lounges, it really helps our studying.”

Prof. Metzer believes that if managed correctly, libraries 

will become even more invaluable in the information age 

— after all, where better to spend the information age than 

an information center? “it is a natural development, and 

we should embrace the new methods with the necessary 

discipline to take advantage of them,” he says.

“never has so much information been so readily accessible 

to so many; it is an exciting and promising intellectual 

prospect — some have compared it to the invention of the 

printing press — that brings not only new possibilities       

but also new challenges,  

for the students as well as 

the libraries.”

The students are now 

well-positioned to rise       

to these challenges. Sitting 

comfortably with the 

world at their fingertips, 

they are ready and able to 

embrace the library’s finest 

tradition: learning. 

‘everything here is about 
providing a good learning 

environment’

The Berel and Agnes 
Ginges – Australia 
Library Information 
Centre and, right, 
the renovated Law 
Library

Attending the June 
2008 opening of 
the Berel and Agnes 
Ginges – Australia 
Library Information 
Centre on the Mount 
Scopus campus were 
(from left) University 
Vice-President & 
Director-General 
Elhanan Hacohen, 
Australian Friends 
President Robert 
Simons, University 
President Prof. 
Menachem 
Magidor, Australian 
Ambassador James 
Larsen, Berel and 
Agnes Ginges 
and Prof. Hanoch 
Gutfreund
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Summer By Daniel Avihai-Kremer

israel increased over the years, i gave 

up on my dream and began to focus my 

studies on the Middle East.”

Guan Pei, from China, was one 

of some 1150 students from 50 

countries — from Canada and the 

Czech Republic to Poland, Japan and 

Turkey — who participated in the 

rich array of RiS summer programs 

in 2008. The programs offered ranged 

from elementary-to-advanced modern 

Hebrew language ulpans to Biblical 

Hebrew and literary and colloquial 

Arabic, and from comprehensive 

institutes focusing on israel and 

the Middle East to the specialized, 

professional-level course “Trauma and 

Resilience: Theory and Practice from 

the israeli Experience” (see sidebar).

Marcus Lampert, a 23-year-old 

Princeton alumnus, was drawn by 

the opportunity to learn Hebrew “in a 

“WHEn i was 10, 

i became 

aware of the existence of israel — at 

that time there was an ongoing conflict 

between israel and Lebanon,” says 

Ming Guan Pei, 27, a student in the 

Summer institute for Middle East 

Studies at the Hebrew University’s 

Rothberg international School (RiS). 

“i had a dream then of being a war 

correspondent, and while my interest in 

in the Holy City

From left: Rothberg 
International School 
students Line Emma 
Madsen, Ming Guan 
Pei, Max Reibman 
and Marcus Lampert
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serious program,” he says, adding that 

Jerusalem was a strong contributing 

factor. Lampert, now in Berlin on a 

Fulbright fellowship, arrived with a 

rusty pre-bar mitzvah exposure to 

Hebrew. After completing the intensive 

Jerusalem Ulpan, a course designed for 

those with an academic background 

who are interested 

in learning 

Hebrew through 

the Jerusalem 

experience, Lampert found that he  

could carry on basic “survival” 

conversations. “i was sharing an 

apartment at the Scopus Student 

Village with three israeli medical 

students,” he says, “so i actually got to 

use what i learned.”

Summer programs at the RiS have 

been a focus of the School since its 

early days. While originally aimed at 

providing Hebrew-language courses, 

today they include the institute for 

israel Studies, which focuses on the 

emergence of the modern State of 

israel, and the institute for Middle 

East Studies, held in conjunction with 

the Department of islamic and Middle 

Eastern Studies at the Faculty of 

Humanities. These institutes include 

intensive core courses and a variety 

of electives, and offer comprehensive 

background and insight into the 

intricate workings of israel and the 

surrounding region. 

Max Reibman, 21, a senior 

majoring in history at the University 

of Pennsylvania, heard about the RiS 

Summer institute for israel Studies 

from friends who had attended RiS 

programs. “The core course was really 

excellent,” he says, “it delved deeply 

into all aspects of israeli history.” 

Reibman’s particular interest is the 

British Mandate period and he was 

able to utilize his time in Jerusalem 

to conduct research on the subject at 

the national Library of israel on the 

University’s Edmond J. Safra Campus at 

Givat Ram. 

The high academic level of 

the summer courses is attested 

to by University of Copenhagen 

undergraduate Line Emma Madsen, a 

23-year-old theology major who enrolled 

in the course in Biblical 

Hebrew. “We had six hours 

of classroom study and three 

hours of homework every 

day,” says Madsen. Although she had 

studied Biblical Hebrew back home as 

a required course, coming to Jerusalem 

was “for personal credit,” she says. 

“And besides, Jerusalem is the best 

place to feel the atmosphere of the 

biblical period.”

in addition to individual students, 

groups from overseas universities 

typically attend RiS summer programs. 

in summer 2008, 14 students from the 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

in Milan enrolled in the institute for 

israel Studies, while 23 students from 

Michigan State University (MSU) 

took a special full-credit program that 

combined the core course of the RiS 

institute for israel Studies and an 

independent course instructed by MSU 

faculty. Six students from new York’s 

Brooklyn College spent two months 

studying contemporary israeli society 

and participated in an archaeological 

dig. Likewise, a group of 10 students 

from Denmark, Finland, norway and 

Sweden attended various RiS summer 

programs 

through the 

generosity 

of Thanks to 

Scandinavia, 

a scholarship 

fund that honors 

rescuers of Jews 

during World 

War Two. 

Tools in Trauma & Resilience
In July 2008, the inaugural “Trauma and Resilience: Theory 

and Practice from the Israeli Experience” drew 23 Christian, 

Jewish and Muslim psychologists, psychoanalysts, counselors, 

researchers and students from eight countries. The intensive 

two-week academic course, initiated by Rothberg 

International School Provost Professor Yonata Levy, was a 

cooperative effort of the RIS and the Israel Center for the 

Treatment of Psychotrauma, led by Dr Danny Brom and Dr 

Ruth Pat-Horenczyk.

“The decision to offer a course on trauma and resilience 

came to me when I was looking around for topics and areas 

of study in which the Hebrew University has unique knowledge 

— and for which Israel in general, and Jerusalem specifically, 

offers the most suitable arena,” says Prof. Levy. “Israel, with 

its long experience of war and terrorism and the resultant 

stress, is in effect a living laboratory for the study of trauma. 

We plan to offer additional RIS summer courses that will 

focus on other areas in which we have unique expertise.” 

The course on trauma and resilience drew on Israeli 

experts and expertise gained throughout the years to present 

the theoretical foundations of trauma care, scientific research 

into the effects of trauma, and therapies developed to 

mitigate the damage and injury of trauma to the mind. 

Following the two-week session, half of the group participated 

in an optional week for clinicians at the Israel Center for the 

Treatment of Psychotrauma that focused on the acquisition 

of trauma intervention skills.

“The course far exceeded my mile-high expectations,” 

says Dr Paul M. Beckingham of Carey Theological College, 

Vancouver, B.C. and a Canadian Army chaplain. “We would 

undoubtedly come back for more such courses and, through 

email, we plan to form a professional support group for 

therapists and an interdisciplinary research community. We 

look forward to working with our instructors to publish our 

articles, chapters in shared books and further research in 

cognitive behavioral therapy in the clinical intervention and 

treatment of psychotrauma.”

‘I actually got to use 
what I learned’
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The Power of 
by Heidi J. Gleit

FOR five days in February 

2008, the city of  

Prague was the campus for a 

pioneering Hebrew University course 

that explored the world of sixteenth-

century knowledge and its evolution 

and impact on the development of 

modern Western society.

The thin line between science, 

magic, and religion of just a few 

centuries ago is a difficult concept to 

convey to students. 

Professor Gad 

Yair, incumbent of 

the Louis and Ann 

Wolens Chair in Educational Research 

and head of the Department of 

Sociology and Anthropology, thus came 

up with an innovative solution. He took 

16 master’s degree students to Prague 

as part of an elective, full-credit course.

As they conducted research in 

the Czech national library that was 

once a Dominican monastery, read 

the kabbalistic Book of Creation in the 

Alt-neu Synagogue where the mythical 

golem is said to have slept, and toured 

the castle where alchemists, astrologers 

and the fathers of modern science 

gathered around King Rudolf ii, the 

students learned — practically hands-

on — about the relationship between 

science, magic and religion. Moreover, 

they also saw how these and other 

components influenced one another and 

came together to create a culture.

“Research on education shows 

the importance of unique, once-in-a-

lifetime experiences,” 

says Prof. Yair. “in 

creating a powerful 

experience in the 

very place where history happened, i 

wanted the students to gain insights. 

Prague was the ideal venue for my 

course — The Golem, Frankenstein, 

Faust, and Kafka: German Social Theory 

in Historic Prague — since it gives 

them a glimpse into Germany’s deep-

rooted cultural narratives.”

Prior to the trip itself, the students 

attended introductory sessions on 

German intellectual history and culture 

through its literature and film; each 

Prague student also prepared a presentation to 

give in Prague.

“To a certain degree, it was a 

course in methodology since it showed 

us how to analyze a specific culture, 

offering a broad picture of that culture 

over a certain period along with an 

understanding of social processes. 

it also brought me closer to my late 

grandmother, who lived in Prague for a 

brief period and actually taught Hebrew 

to Kafka,” says Ruti Baidach, who 

is a second-year master’s student in 

cultural studies.

For Hagay Elitzur, now working 

as an organizational consultant, the 

course “undoubtedly changed my 

worldview as a sociologist. it was the 

last course i took before completing my 

master’s degree — and a great finale. 

The knowledge i gained was directly 

connected to the experience. Although 

not suitable for all programs, students 

would benefit from taking one or two 

courses like this during their studies.”

indeed, while Prof. Yair is 

teaching the course again this year, 

his colleagues in the Department 

of Sociology and Anthropology are 

currently exploring offering similar 

courses in other parts of the world, 

including Africa. 

The study group 
visits Prague’s ‘wall 
of freedom’ with (far 
left) Prof. Gad Yair

‘I wanted the students to 
gain insights’

The Power of 



Hold the Date Hold the Date Hold the Date Hold the Date Hold the Date Hold the Date

March  Toronto  Canadian Friends’ 15th Annual March Madness NCAA Basketball Tournament

March 26  Chicago  American Friends’ Scopus Award Dinner honoring James Matanky,  

  with keynote speaker James Carville

April 19  Beverly Hills  American Friends’ Academic Symposium ‘Protecting  

  and Sustaining the Environment and Feeding the World’ 

April 19  Washington, DC  American Friends’ ‘Paws for a Cause’ Dinner in support of the Koret School  

  of Veterinary Medicine

May 1-3  Deauville  European Friends’ third Jewish Peoplehood Forum, ‘Humor in Judaism’

May 3  San Francisco  American Friends’ ‘Tails of Love’ Gala Dinner in support of the Koret School  

  of Veterinary Medicine

May 7  Chicago  American Friends’ Dinner honoring University President Prof. Menachem Magidor

May 13  Toronto  Canadian Friends’ Gala Concert featuring The Canadian Tenors, in support  

  of the Institute for Medical Research Israel-Canada

May 21  New Jersey  American Friends’ Maimonides Award Dinner honoring Michael Kurtz,  

  in support of the Lautenberg Center for General & Tumor Immunology

May  Munich  German Friends’ Scopus Award ceremony honoring Dr Josef Joffe

June 2  London  British Friends’ celebrity ‘Any Questions?’ Dinner

June 5-10  Jerusalem  Board of Governors Annual Meeting

June 21  Zurich  Swiss Friends’ Golf Tournament, in support of cancer research

July 1  Buenos Aires  Argentinean Friends’ Innovation Seminar

October  London  British Friends’ ‘Meet the Mayor’, with leading British and Israeli mayors

October  Israel  Canadian Friends’ ‘Live, Learn & Explore’ tour

November 8-9  Jerusalem  Board of Governors’ Executive Committee Meeting

November  Montreal  Canadian Friends’ Gala Dinner in collaboration with McGill University,  

  in support of the Institute for Medical Research Israel-Canada

November 16  St. Petersburg  Russian Friends’ 2009 Tolerance Prize ceremony 

November  Buenos Aires  Argentinean Friends’ Scopus Award Gala

December  Beverly Hills  American Friends’ Scopus Award Dinner honoring  

  Harry Sloan, Chairman & CEO of MGM Studios

December  Windsor  British Friends’ interfaith event with leading Christian  

  and Muslim clergy

December  Moscow  Russian Friends’ Scopus Alumni soirée

January  Punta del Este  South American Friends’ Summer Symposium

February  Mexico City  ‘Three Women, Three Expressions’ annnual symposium

Hold the Date
Friends of the Hebrew University scheduled 
events during 2009/2010 include:



Friends Associations 

ARGENTINA
T/F 11-4152-6366
info@huji.org.ar
www.huji.org.ar

AUSTRALIA   
T 2-9267-7144 F 2-9267-2148
nswfhu@austfhu.org.au 
www.austfhu.org.au
 
AUSTRIA
T 1-795-300 F 1-798-6101
A8906578@unet.univie.ac.at

BELGIUM
Brussels T 2-343-5546 
F 2-345-7505
contact@uhjerusalem.be
Antwerp T 3-218-6414 
F 3-281-0369
suzy_szm@pandora.be

BRAZIL
T/F 11-3849-9786
amigosuhj@uol.com.br

CANADA
T 416-485-8000 F 416-485-8565
Toll Free 1-888-HEBREWU
inquiry@cfhu.org
www.cfhu.org

COSTA RICA
T 520-1013 ext. 3  F 220-1951
cisdcr@centroisraelita.com

DENMARK
T 45-838-407 F 35-320-704
solovej@math.ku.dk

EUROPE
T 33-1-47-55-43-23/1-72-89-96-95
F 33-1-47-55-43-90
europeandesk@uhjerusalem.org
www.efuh.org

FRANCE
T 1-47-55-43-23 F 1-47-55-43-90
contact@uhjerusalem.org

GERMANY
T 89-24-23-16-71 F 89-24-23-16-72
info@fhuj.de
 
ITALY
T 2-7602-3369 F 2-7600-8596
aug.it@tiscalinet.it

JAPAN
T 81-754614603 F 81-754649959
tsujita@h2.hum.huji.ac.il

LUXEMBOURG
T 2-402-545 F 2-497-345

MEXICO
T 55-9150-2995/6 F 55-5280-3461
amauhj@prodigy.net.mx

THE NETHERLANDS
T 6-5434-6641
info@nvhu.nl
www.nvhu.nl

NORWAY
amycons@online.no

PANAMA
T 269-0188/263-2136/ext. 208 
F 2643844
ibtesh@grupomulticredit.com

RUSSIA
T 495-660-91-95 F 495-777-0881
inf@rfhu.ru
www.rfhu.ru

SOUTH AFRICA
T 11-645-2506 F 86-522-7425
safhu@beyachad.co.za

SPAIN
Madrid T 91-386-7258
Isaac_tabor@yahoo.com

SWEDEN 
T/F 8-665-4949
petergoldmanhome@gmail.com

SWITZERLAND
Zurich T 44-381-2730
evelyn@plotke.ch
Geneva T/F 22-732-2567 
huniv@bluewin.ch

UNITED KINGDOM
T 020-7691-1500 F 020-7691-1501
friends@bfhu.org
www.bfhu.org 

UNITED STATES
T 1-800-567-AFHU F 212-809-4430
info@afhu.org
www.afhu.org
 
URUGUAY
T 2-908-3385 F 2-908-9407
susanamauri@adinet.com.uy

VENEZUELA
T 212-201-7541 F 212-201-7500
mapeloig@activalores.com

ISRAEL & General Inquiries
Division for Development & Public 
Relations
T 02-588-2804/5 F 02-532-2556
rachelch@savion.huji.ac.il
www.hunews.huji.ac.il

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem




